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houſe, and prove me now herewith, ſaith the LORD of hoſts, if 1 
will ot open you the windows of heaven, and poure you ou ableſ 
ſag, that there ſhall be no 7001 0 7CCCIUC Ie 


Yd 


5 Ig Mat. 3. 16 
F- Bring yeall the tithes into the ſtore-houſe, that there may "T0 meat 19 my 
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GeNes. 28, VeRSs. 20,1, 22. 
a Iacob vowed a Vow, ajing, If God will be 


with me, and will keepe me in this way that | 
I goe, and will give mee bread to eate, and 


rayment to put on, 
So that I come againe to my fathers houſe in | 
peace: then ſhall the Lord be my God, 


And this ſtone which I haveſet for a Till |þ all 
be Gods houſe;and of all that thou ſhalr give 


me, 1 will [urely give the tenth unto thee. | 


\ His Text relates unto us an holy vowe, 
made by an holy man, ( even the Iſrael. 
ls NY wal 27 Gra) tothe Holyeſt of Holy?s, even | 
AA | the Foly one of Iraet: in the handling 
| whereof ( not to ſpeake more of yowes 
4 then my Text ſhall naturally afford me) | 
— theſe foure generalls ofter themſclves | 
to our conſideration, ' 
I. @»#,the perſon vowing, Tacos: and lacob vowed, | 
IL. C#i, the perſonto w hom the vow was vowed ,Gor; | 
<[ f God will be with me. | 
I1I. Ozale, the kinde and qualitie of this vow, whi chis 
conditionall; /f Goa will be with me, then Jhall tbe 
Lord be my God, &+c, 
TIT. O74, the moreaieh of the vow, or things vowed: | 
Et B 2 Which | 


mon 
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Or 


ITE Vow VE, 
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| Gemri 5,23, 


2,23, | name of /ſrae/; from whence the pcople of God the Iewes 


| YQunger brother by birth , yetrhe cle and choſen heire 


oh ic are three ; 
3. That he would acknow! ledge tne Lord for his Cod. 
2, For a teft: 1mnonie of thi 15S acknow:! eogement , that | 
ton2 which he had ſet up {hculd be catled Gods keald. 
'2, For the better mainte.zance of Gods houſ? and 
wo ſh'p therein, he would 2 2iveuno the Lord the ten 1h 
of all, w -harſoever the Lord ſhould vive vnto tim, 
And Erlt of the perſon; vorebar lacobs, Tacob the ſonne 
of lf2zc and Rebecca, two holy perfonszand altKough the 


unto ell choſe blefled promiles which God made to Abra- 
ham an | his ſeede, and that whilett he was yet unborne: A 
molt juit, upright,and religious man,who for his upright- | 
nefle and power with God, obrained the conquering 


afterward tooke their name, This holy man Iacob, mak- 
ing reque{t unto God for the accompliſhment of what. 
God had promiſed, the better to binde himſelfe to obedi- 
ence, and to eeftific his thankefulneſſe, makes this vowe i 
mentioned here inthis Text : An action and duty, as com | 
mendable in Tacob, manifeſting him a right religious ana |} 
thankfull perſon; fab tin the practiſe of all Chritians: 
it being nor onely lawful, , burexpedient, that " we pray 
unto God for his mercies ; {o to vow, not onely the per- 
formance of the generall vow of - Chriſtianitie; but the 
better rob ndeus to obedience, and to teſftife die truth of | 
our thankefulneſſe. ro vowe the performance of ſome par- 
ticular a&ion, whether ind ff-rent, or commanded, when | 
it ſhall pl-aſe the Lord graciouſly to heare us, and an{wer | 
usaccording to our requeſts, Thus did lacob here, thus 
Hannah, chits Paul, and diverſe cthers of Gods Saints 
in ail ages, 

True | iris, that we denie the uſe of yowe3 according ro 
the dadrine aa practiſe of the Church of Rome. 


| As fit, wee devie that there 1s now, orever was, any 


nec ſiitie | 
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neceffitie of making vowes in exicrnall exerciſes and | Deye.: 2.22, 
| outward things. RE \ VI AAS 

| Sceondly, we denie that vowes made of things not | + 
commanded, as meates, drinkes, attire, &c, are eflentiall | 

arts of Gods worſhip; much leſle that they bring a man 
roan highereſtace of perfection, then keeping of the Law 
can doe, Weacknowiedge them admmicg!; colties amine, 
cettaine Raics and htIpes in Gods worthip, not zpſum cul, 
41, thEworſkip it ſeite; the kingdome of God net con 


Fting incating and drinking,nor inexterrall, but in ſpirte | Romt4e1 7%} 


ruall warſhip, 

4 Thircly, we deny the neceſſicie of keeping and pertor- 

E ming vorwes made, eſpecially it thcy be repugnant tothe | 

| rules preſcribed for vowes, holding that rule of Theodore | 194.114; 

1 infallibly true, [zz matispromiſſis re/crage fiaem, in turpi v3- | 10; NOR. 

to muta decrerum , better to faile in a wicked promite then | F440 "uu | 

to perforine, Detter to change an unlawfull vow then to\, libeg Ep.g6\, 

| keepe it: yea, vow?s beeing made the better to enavle us| 
for Gods ſervice, though the thing yowed were lawfull 

in our firſt act of yowing, yet finding them afrerwards an 


er ee 


, 


I/ro: [. F172 . 


, 
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7 hinderance to the duties of Gods worſhip, we may ultly | 
v | and lawfully ceaſe further ro performe ard keepe them; 
2 | according to the ſayirg of the ſaid lliodore; Qz2d incante | 16rd iſp, | 
1 vourft ne facias; i: pia eſt promſio que cum (celere ading- | 19d: | 
1 pletur, | | 
43 Laſtly, we denie the vowes fo frequently made and | Wo 
| magnified oy Papiſts to be juſt and lawfull :; ſuch is the 4 
| vouy of perpetuajl cha{ticie and ſingle life, the vow of vo- | 
1 lunta: ypovertie, and Monaſtique hfe, &2, and laſtly, | 
| he vory of pilgrimage fo: viſiting the holy city and le | 


pulchre, th- ſhrines and reliques of Saints; as Becing al- 
- together repugnanttothoſc rules and convitions requi-' 
; red to make a vow lawtull, 

For hee that will make vowes pleaſing anto God ( ant 
fo lawfiill ) muſt bee ſure that they bee grounded upon, 
an Y ot 
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—_ ed ty - 
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SMT | - = i Batbss Vouve, Or | 

| pl and rcgulated by thcle particular rules aud canons fol- 
EE 14 lowing. 

| es | | I. They muſt bee dz rebis licitts && de neceſſarits, of | 

Fr. 22. 5, things lawfull and warrantable by the word of God: for | 


the word of God becing the ground of our faith, and | 
whatſoever wee doe w; thour faith beeing finac;our vowes 
| muſt neceſſarily bee founded rhereupo!s, Againe I fay at | 
Fl. neceſſarits, not uſually, cot frequently, but in caſe of emi- 
198 nencie and neceſſitie; vowes becing prom ſſioves araenter | 
-- orantis, proiniſes made ar the begging extraordinary | 
lf | bleſſings and graces at the hands of God, 
41cr07, in | © 2. They mult bee made conſiderately with deliberati- 
1 rordejbre onand adviſe, notraſhly and headily; ſo Solomon, Keepe | 
Wo E951 Z1 rby foore whluthou goeſt ixto the houſe of God, bee not ra(h 
3 718  |aith thy month, ard let rot thy heart bee haſty to utter a thing | 
=_- before God, 
| E:: F* They muſt bee made of ſuch things which are in 
|:3-4.85.41 Our owne power to doe , and that ſub conditione auxilii die 
RF Teowmi, unded the condition of Gods helpe and affi{tance: | 
(it being he only that makes us able both to will and to dos of 
bis 600d pleaſure. 
4. They mult bec correſpondent nnd aorcable to our 
gencrall vow of Chriſtianitie, and bee made the better to 
helpe us in the pertormance of th- ſame; as when wee [ 
vowe todoe ſome thinge,or to abliaine from ſome things 
_: (8 in their owne nature Leveful [, a3 wine, leepe, or thelike, 
eitlier totak2 puniſhment onour ſelves for ſome fins com: 
mirted, or to Prevent linne for the tim? to come, or to en- 
| able us the better for Gods ſervice, or to teſtific our 
thanketi.lnes ro God for ſuch bleſſings as wce receive 
from him :; as Iacod here in my text, - | 
' 6, They muſt bee ſbontanea, done with themeluloes 
: Cor. 9. 7,| and alacritie; for bilarem datoren ailigit Deus, God onely. 
loves a chearefull giver, | 


+| 6. The perion vowing mul? bee a a Iacob, a perſon | 4 
" BOL Ul | lanctift- | Li 
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ſanQified, a bcleeving Chriſtians in that, firſt Abels per- 
ſon muſt be acceptedbefore h#s ſacrifice, and without faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
Theſe bee the particular canons required inall vowes; | 
by all which if you will examine the forenamed Popiſh 
vovres as they arc inuſe and practiſe amengſt chem, wee 
ſhall finde chem altogether repugnant rothem, and ſo al- 
together unjuſtifiable, either in doctrine or in practiſe, 
But when vowes are regulated by tFeſe rules and con- 
ditions, then may a Chriſtian lawfully vowe them, and 
vecing vowed muſt faithfully performe them, 
2, The ſecond penerall conſiderable in this vowe is 
(#i, the perſon to whom Iacob vowed this vowe: where” 
it is remarkable that he doth not make it to any of the An- 
gels whom he ſaw aſcending and deſcending by the lad- 
der reaching te heavenz but he makes his yow unto God, 
and that not to any of the Idol gods of the Gentiles , bur 
to the God of his forefathers, who appeared untohim on 
| the top of the ladder, and made 1o large and loving pro- 
miſe of love and proteRion unto him. 
And indeede in thus yowing did Iacob yowe aright ; 
| for howſoever the making of voiwes bee noeflenciall part 
| of Gods worſhip,binding all mento performe them; yer | 
| waen they are made, they may not without ſacriledge 
| bee made to any but God alone, — 


Y | 
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| Thus theScripture, DEvT. 23. 2T. When thou ſhalt 
| v0wea vowe unto the Lord thy God, thou (halt not lace topay 
| #, and PSAL, 76. 11. Vavete & readite Domino Deo; 
| veſtro, 

| And howſoever the Church of Rome doth praQiſe the 
| contrarie, yer doe they confefle the ſame in doQtrine : for 


Gen. 4, 4. 
Hebr, IIs 6, | 


' thus the Canon lawe defines a vowe, #t Deo dicat faltam | Cm. 2. 
 efſe promiſſionem, a promiſe made unto God. And Peter ©42-de voto | 


QE—_O—_ 


ſant © 


Te EEE 


Luabard (with whom agree the Schoolemen)9uod fir re- | 1, >. 
Stificatio promiſſionss ſpontanee, gue Deo , & de his gne Det 4.82, artet 


tis. on 
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6 IACOBS Vovve, Or 


—_—___. 


{unt, frere archer, \t 15 o - reli ofa free Prone made 


unto God of {ch rhinos as appertaine £0 his ſpeciall wore 
ſhip. eu 

Ani divers reaſons may bee alledgec} for the © prooſe 
of this =417 

i. Tothole onely maſt wee yowe, to whome cnely 
woe mult pray; vowes dceing promsſſiones araenter orants ? 
but wee malt Pray to God, and to him alone 

2. Tohimonely mult wee vowe, of i ome a!l good 
things Tre odtained;vowes beeing lade e ior ce obtaining 
ſome bleſfir.gs at the hands of God : Hut every grod g giving 
ad perfett rift comes from God, and him alone, 

3.1 T0 im onely muſt wee vowe, wao knowes our 
hearts if wee voweatigit, and is able to puniſh us if wee 
taile to pertorme : = Gol is onely KrySroy pong, and ts 
him onely 40th tiengeance belong: 'To him then, and to him 

onely mult wee make our vowes. 

And here wee juſtly meete with another | IMP, ety in pra- 
Qile inthe Charch of Rome, wia as they 1NVOCAare "and 
Pray tothe Saints denarted, ſo no leife dos t tncy make 


on VOWes unto themy and having vowel, doe no fe iris. 


ly, nay oftim:s more carefu ly pertorme them then the 
vowes made to God himfelfe. Thus. 0:0 vowes to the 


h Vireon \12710 a aijoth 1CT TO Saint Clare, Crc to Saint Fraune 
i CiS, ANQUILT TO SALT T! 20:Nas, One to Saint Kather 11, 40 
| 


cher to Saint Clement; yea wee may rot oneiy ſay in this 
point of the! Mm as Ieremiah of th c liraclites, accord:z. 7 10 
rne number of W 2, Cities were thy 30: 1s O LE fab, 1 OY yer dre 


| ly a3it was faid of the Romanes, that ſirgole rene? 
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man or beaſt, they have ſome particular Saint unto whom 
they pray and vowe upon obtaining that they pray for, | 
| Neither have they cnely particular Saints, but they | 
have their Nationall Saints; to whom as they aſcribe a 
power of protection, io doe they both pray and vowe 
unto them. Thus have they Saint Dennis for Frarice, Saint 
[ames for Spaine, Saint Paterick for Ireland, &c, onely 
poore Saint Grorge for England have they thruſt our of | 
the kalender of Saints. In which particular as wee cannot } 
but laugh at their malice and envie, yet haye wee juſt | 
{cauſe to praiſe Gui] for the ſame; who hath turned their ; 
malice to our Saint George, to the manifeſtation of the j 
ruth of our profeſſion : this beeing our concluſion, That | 
howſoever there 6:e Gods many and Lords many ; ſore by } teCgr.25,6e 
adoption, 2s Kings; ſome by nuncupation, as idols &c, yer | 
fo 4 there ts but one God the father, of whome are all things | 
lad wee in him , and one Lord leſus Chrift, by whome are all 
things and we by him; and to this God alone, one in effence, 
ithree in perſons, God the Father, Sonne, and holy 

Ghoſt, doe we pray and make our vowes, as our Saviour, 

SanRifier , Feeder, and Protector; and to him and his ho- } 
nour onely, beeing yowed , doe wee faithfully performe | 
them. | . 
3. Thethird generall is q»ale vortam , of what kinde 
land qualitie this. vowe of Iacob is. And here not to 
ſtand upon the diſtinAion of vowes, this by the conſent 
of all is of that kinde which they call conditional! : /F God 
will be: with mee fc. | 
| Bur when 1! {zy it is a vowe made ſub conditione , wee | 
'miſt nor underſtand it, as if it were conditio obligantis, an 
obligatory condition; as if he woul9 not performe this | 
yoweunteTe G4 performed the condition: neither is it | 
coditro diffides: 14, as if hee miſtruſted thar God would nor | 
performe wiiat hee had promiſed, unlefſe hee made this 

vowe 2 biir it is Conditio confidentie & gratituding , a con- 
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 rection, both againſt his brothers malice, and all other : 


» 
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OE 


| lacoss Vovve, Or 


dition of confident thankfulneſle, a prayer and vowe no 
waies arifing out of feare and diſtruſt, but out of a full aſ- 
ſurance of faith: being fully perſwaded that God would 
| performe what he had promiſed, he is not onely bold to. 
Hd at Gods hands for them; but out of an aflurance to | 
| obtaine them, he promiſeth by way of thankefulnes, thar | 
when that time ſhould come, he would then performe 
what he here particularly yowed. 
From whence, by the way, we may ſce the nature and 
 propertie of true faith moſt lively exprefſcd, that ir is 
(as the Apoſtle tells vs ) the ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not ſeene. It makes things that 
{ were & are nor,as if they were; & things many yeares yet 
to come, as if they were preſent. Thus Iacob relying ups 
on the promiſe of God, and beleeving his word, doth 
| preſently aſſure himſelfe of the enjoying, andno lefle cons« | 
 fidently doth he promiſe the a a part of them to 
; Gods worſhip, as if they had bzen? preſent with him. 
| Butto come to the particulars of Iacobs requeſt ( the 
{ conditional part of this yowe ) which are foure, anfwe- 
| rable to his need and diftreſle; | 
; I. Whereas he was now to leave and forſake his fa- 
 thers houſ?, wherei2 at that time the true worſhip and | 
ſervice of God was onely eſtabliſhed and profeſſed ; fo | 
that he ſhould be deprived of all ordinary meanes of / 
knowledge in ſpirituall things: he deſires that God would | 
bee with him extraordinarily to illuminate him with | 
knowledge, and to conferre upon him all manner of ſa- | 
Ving graces. Ny 22M | 
2. Whereas by the malice of his brother he was en- | 
forced ro this ſolitarie journey, whereby he was expoſed | 
ro-more then uſuall dangers; he defires Gods ſpeciall pro- | 


dang ers, 


3 Becauſe he was to goe intoa farre Countrey, and 
knew ; 
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knew not what might be his entertainement, and thar 


| them, 
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| without things neceſſary no man can liye ; he defires of 
| God that he would provide him bread to cat,znd cloathes 


| LO PUL ON. SI 
| 4+. L:fily, his fathers family beeing not onely the then 
being the land of promiſe, the type and figure of the hea- 
 vcnly Canaan; he defires that God would in his good 
time returne him thither againe ſafe and ſound. 1 
| Fromall which particular requeſts of Iacob, we may 
briefly obſerve theſe generall inſtruRions following : | 
Firſt, chat he that would have any bleſſing from God, 

| muſt begge it by humble and heartie prayer; yea, though 
God hath in a ſpeciall manner mace promite thereof unto 
him, Thus Tacob having but immediately before my Text 
received Gods promiſe for all theſe things, yer here he 
| makes together with a vowe a requeſt unto God for 


And the reaſons hereof are diverſe : 


h : . 
ly as hepromiſeth the ende; but prayer is the meanes or- 


| and yeſhallhave , ſecke cc, Hence itis called by the F:- 
thers, Fete pratiarum , ſitula pratie, clavis calt, (oe, 
| | 2. The better to put us in minde of our wants, and to. 
this life we enjoy, a thing which we are ready to forger. 
| 3. Byprayer both the things themſelves we receive, 

and our pertons are ſanftified ; they unto us, and we unto, 
| them: and ſo we receive and enjoy them with more com- 


| fort and profit. 


Secondiy, here we learne that a Chriſtian may lawfully 


beg, not onely for ſpirituall blefſings,bur for benefits :cm- | 
rall: and the reaſonthereof ( amongſt others) is 1h1s 3 | 


becauſe without a competencie of them , we cannot well | 


preſent Church of Goda, but that land where he dwclt | | 


1. Becauſe God requires the uſe of the meanes as ful- 


dained by God for the obtaining of his bleſſings : eAcke | 


makens ackrowledge from whom we reccive what in 


Mattd1«7» 
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| duties of godlineſle. | 


| ſure we may and muſt pray for temporall things : not for 


| 


Prov.3o.9, | mult cither pray with Agur, Give 74 Lora neither povertie 


| 


{and the riphteouſreſſe thereof, &c, And this order is cb- 


| on: And the ſame leſſon Paul gives, when he exhortes us | 


lacoss Vovve, Or 
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performe ſpirituall ations and duties; that being infalli- 
bly true of the Poet, as weil in Divinitie as Moralitie, 
Haud facile emergunt, quorum virtatibus obſtat 
Rec anguſta domie-- | 
Our owne cxpcrience daily teaching us this truth ; that | 
where there is a want of competencie for maintenance, | 
there is but ſmall growth inthe knowledge of God, and | 


Thirdly, hence we learne, q#4 merſura, in what mea- 


ſuperfluicie and abundance, but onely for things neceflary: | 
for Iacob requeſts not for yarietie of diſhes, or chavge of | 
raiment; but onely for bread to cate and cloathes to put | 


not to aske ſuperfluitie, but having food and rayment there 
withall to be content + and ſo our Saviour implies , when he 
teaching us to pray, bids us only pray for our daily bread: 
Curparums non eſt ſatis , nihil eit ſatzs, him that a ſufficiency 
ſufficerh nor , nothing will content, ſn the begging there- 
fore temporall bleſſings, if we wil ſo aske as to receive,we | 


—_— 


| or riches, but feede 14 with foode convenient for wu, or with 
\ Tacob nn text, for bread to cate, and cloathes to put on, 
Fourthly, hznce we learne, q#o ord, in what order we 
are to pray for temporall bleſſings : not in the firtt place 
before ſpirituall; bur firſt with Tacob here for ſpiritual!, 
| then for temporall : thus Chriſt in reaching us to pray, | 
| directs us firlt to pray that Gods name may be hallowed 5c. 
{and then to pray for daily bread; and Marth, 6, Onarite 
| prima reontim Dei &. ſeeke firſt the kingdome of God, 


— 


ſeryable in th- merhode of . Iſaacs blefſing his rwo ſonnes 
lacob and Eſau; where blethng Tacob, hc firſt blefleth him 
with the deawe of heaven, aud chen with the fatneſſe of the 


þ 


arth, as being the nature of heavenly niindes to preferre 
| - heaven- 
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| heavenly things before earthly : bur in blefſing Eſau, he. 

blefſech him firſt with the fatz eſſe of the earth, and then 
with the deawe of beaves; this being their ſong , Quarcx- 
da pecnniaprimumeſt, firſt ſeeke gold, then G3d, 

Lafly, in that Iacob requelis here at Gods hands 
{5r all theſe particulars; hence we learne, that without 
G<ods ſpeciall bleffing we cannot provide for our felyes 
| thelealt things neceſlary for this life; but whatſoever we 
{ have and enjoy, we have it from God and him alone:thus 


S. Iames tells us that we receive all things from above from | Iam-1,17, | 


| the Father of lights, alwzll the good givmg , as the perfect | 


gift; he _ the author not onely of bleſſings ſpirituall, 
| but of benefits temporall, giving not onely grace to obey [2 
{ his will, but as the Pſalmiſt ſpeakes, "Dat eſcam eorum, he | P/2).r45,15 
gives us meate induc ſeaſon; and Solomon tels us, ow eft | r:4.g,re, | 
pant fapiente, be a man never ſo wile, yet he 13 not able of. | 
himſelfe to ſupply his owne wants, no not ſo much as | VE: 
with bread; it is not in him that willeth, nor in him that | 
runneth, nor in him that planteth, nor in him that water- 
eth; /ed ipſe et qui aat ſemen ſemzenti, if payer manducans- 
ti, he gives us both ſeed to ſow, and he it is that likewiſe | 
gives us bread againe of that ſeed : and without his bleſ- | 


| fing all our labour 1s but loſt, and all we get puz into 4 | 


broken baTge. | | 
Theuleof all which,in a word, is to make us acknow- | 


 Iedge our owne wants and weakenefle,and to caſt our care | | 
upon God, as our onely helper; ro pray unto him in that. 
| meaſure, 2fter that manner and order, and to that en, as | 
7 he hath preſcribed; and having obtained at Gods hands 
j | ſuch mercies and bleſſings as we requeſted from him , let 

us confeſſe with David, that whatſoever wee have recerved, 
we have received it at Gods hauds; and intoken of our true | 
; thankefilneſſe, with Tacob here, vowe uatc him not onely 
4 our ſelves, but a part of that he ſhall or hath given us, to. 
| at» {peciall honour and ſervice, | | 
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his labour and eoods. | 


| thankes ro God for his blefſings, 
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And thus come we tothe laſt generall part of this text, | 
namely, the matter of Iacobs yowe, or the things parricus | 
larly vowed; Then ſhail the Lord bee my God, &c. | 

In which generall, Tacob vouves 4 particulars, | 

7. That the Lord ſhall bee his God, 2, Thar that pil- 

lar ſhould bee call:d Gods houſe. 2, Becauſe Gods war- | 
ſhip and ſervice could not be perfo:med without main:e- 
nance, hee vowes ther of all waatſoever-God ſhould 
give him, he would ſurely giveatenth unto God agains, | 
[n the firſt hee vowes inward , in the two latter outward | 
worſhip; inthe firſt hee yowes himſelfe, inthe ewo latter 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Then ſhall the Lord be my God: that is, then will I feare 
God, and him above all; then willI love God, and him a= } 
bove all; then will Tacknowledge God to bee the gui- | 
der; governour,and giver of all things; of whome I have 
received, whatſoever I fhall poſſeſſe: and as I will put my | 
truſt in him and him alone; ſo will I pray unto him, and | 
him onely for wharſoever I ſhal neede.. This Itaketo be |} 
the ſenſe and meaning of the words in generall. Neither 
muſt wee underſtand theſe words ſpokende futwro onely , 
as if Tacob did not in preſent acknowledge the Lord for 
his God; byr Iacob vowing this particular , yowes the 
performance of adouble duty nece{lary to bee obſerved 
inthe practiſe of all Chriftians inche manner of rendring | 


Firſt, with what kinde of worſhip hee would firſt and 
principally labour to manifeſt his thankefuines; namely,as | 
he begged firft arGods hands for ſpirituall bletfings,ſo he | 
would principally labour ro manifelt rhe truth of his 
thankefulnes by ren:ring unto God the inward devotion | 
and (pirituall worſhip of his heart and foule, as being chat 
which God principally requires , and without which all 
the duties wee performe are no waies pleaſing unto him, 


| he beeing, as Saint Ambroſe well obſerveth, no cortices 


ſea 
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| The which two particulars in Iacobs praRiſe, as they 


' 
j 
f 


| men, by doing 2nd performing theſe outward aRions of | 
| building God an hunſe, and of paying unto God a part, a | | 
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The true Hiſtorie of Tithes. 

| [ed cordzs Des, Lordnot anely of the body,but chiefly & 
| principally of the ſcule; hee beeing not onely Pater ſpiri- 
14m, but himſelfe a ſpirit 3 and therefore muſt be wor- 
ſhiped in ſpirit and trmth ; thus wiſdome exhorts, thus 
| David promiſeth, thus the blefſed Virgin practiſed, and 
thus mult all Chriſtians follow. Fr 11 M1 , 2y ſorne give 
| mee thy heart; it muſt bee the ſonles magrificat, the ſprrevs 
reiozcmg, with the fpeciall parts of Gods worſhip pro- 
per tothe ſame, whereby and wherewith wee mufd firſt 
and principally praiſe God our Saviour, Feeder and Pro- 


rector. 


what ſhould be theextent and continuation of his thank- 
fulnes;namely,that the Lord ſhould not now onely be his 


| inexrraordinary need of his helpe; but even then when 
God ſho' 1d b:ſtowe theſe mercies in ſuch abundance that 


yet then ſhould the Lord bee his God : nay further, his 


fings: the more God truſted him with his metcies, the 
 rnore would he put his truſt and confidence in Godzagaine, 
the more GoJ manifeſted his love towards him in feeding 


| 


God againe; the more God acknowledged him for his 
' ſonne by multiplying his bleſſings upon him, the more 
| would he feare, revercnce, and obey him, and with more 
 con1dence and affurance pray unto him;yea then he would 
' not oncly give unte God the inward devotionof his ſoule, 
but he would labour to teftifie his thankefulnefſe before 


' tenth of all that he {Hould receive from him, 


Secondly , Iacob in vowing this particular , yoweth | 
G-.d, when he ſtood in want and neceſſitie, when hee ſtood | 


hce ſhould have whatſoever hee needed, or could defire, | 


thankefulnes ſhall be anſwerable tro Gods mercie and ble. | 


' bins with his goodnes, the more would hee loye and ferye |} 


| 


Pſale138,1 


| 4Ts 
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| of the Propher Ifaiah complaines: for we have drnrke in 
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} 


| of thankes unto God for his bleſſings ( tireſe particular 
|  } praiſes inhim b*ing recorded for our initruRtion and e «- 
ample ); ſo ſerve they torip up and lay open the great im- 
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fidencly act them, our feete runne ſwiftly ro the execution 
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pietie and unthankefulnes of theſe dzyez; wherein as men 
offend againſt the firſt of theſe rules ( our zenrrall pro- 
feſſion of religion, and Chritianitie, and practife of holy | 
duties, conſiſting more in ih:dow and colour, then in 
truth and ſubſtance, more in the oviward Cucoies, then in 
the inward truth and finceritieof 'our hearts ); io doe wee | 
molt evidently teſtifie the ſame it finning againl(t the ſe- | 
ccnd rule obicrvable in Tacobs praQtiſc;iteing tofarfe from 
this conltancie, from this ſ{quaring our thanketulnes an- | 
{werabl: tro Gods mercies, that God may more truely ſay 
of us then he didof rhe Iewes, azlet!z5 mew impinguatius 
recalcitravit, my beloved waxing fact ſpurncd with his | 
heele again{t inee. Never any Nation an1 people fo abun- | 
dantly bleſt with all marner of blcflings, never any people 
walking fo rebelliouſly and Rubbornly againſt Tod; our 
times being no whit unhike the times of the Tewes, where- 


migquitie like water ,and drawne ſinne with cart-ropes ; being 
drunken, nay drowned, not onely inthe par:icular fins of / 
our owne Nation; but we haye drunke fo deeply of the fins | 
of all other Nations that weexceed them intheir wicked - 
nes; ſo that we may ſay more truely of theſe our times, 
then Saint Bernard of his, that 7empors periculoſa non mo- | 
do mſtant, ſed extart,the perilous times ſpoken of by our 
Eaviour Chriſt are not one!y inſtant but extant. Charitie 
never more cold, iniquity inall places, amoneſt all ſorts, 
rankes,& degrees never more abounding.I ſhall rot need 
to particularize : our finnes are written in our faces and. 
in cur apparrell; th-y are written in our goings; they are 
written 09 Our tables, in our trades, onour wives,children 
8& ſervant: our rongues boldly talke them, our hands con- 


of | 
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of them, and our bodies evidently ſhew them in ugly,pu- | | 
:rified, and loathſome diſeaſes; yea there is not one finne | 1 
| that any member can a or contract, whether againſt God 
or man,thar isnot ina ſhameful] manner,and with an high 
| hand committed in theſe our daies: all which give us juſt 
| cauſe to feare, that as wee are fallen into thoſe evill times | f 
 Chrift propheſied ſhou'd happen inthe Jatter daies; ſo the | 
| cvils threatned in thoſe times ſhould ſpeedily | fall up - | 
| on us: the which that wee may prevent, Ictus with all | 
| ſpeed call to minde Gods manifold mercies from time to 1p 
time multiplied upon us,and proportionour thankefulnes | | 
according to the ſame; let us acknowledge with Iacob, the 
{ Lord tobe our God; and in token that wee do? it from our 
hearts, let us make it apparant by our outward actions; as 
ſpecially with Tacob, by building Gods houſe, and return- 
ng to God the tenth of what hee ſhall give us, for the 
berter maintenance cf his worſhip and ſervice therein, 
| And thus wee come tothe two laſt particulars yowed 
{ here by Iacob, which I will joyntly handle together, | 
The firſt is that that one which hee had then reared 
{ ſhould be called Goas hoxſe, that is, the place where he 
youlad publickely worſhip God, and cffer ſacritice, 
| The ſecond, that he woul give a tenth unto God for 
| the maintenance of this his worſhip;and that not cf ſome 
| part of his goods, as of his eſtate perſonall, or prediall; | | 
bur of all wharſ>ever God {hall give him, hee would ſure- | , 
| ly give the tenth unto God againe. 7 tum quod es debes ear | 
2 qo kabes omnia :; as all that wee have either concerning | 
ſoule or bedy we receive it from God, and from him as- | 
lone, ſo ought we to teſtifie our thankefulnes with all that 
| we have;it being not ſyfhcient,as Auguſtine hath well obe 
| ;erved, that we ſerve God rote votr,, with the inward de- 
votion of the heart alone; but we muſt ſerve and wo: ſhip 


him ror& wobes, evenin and with the performance of thoſe | 
! 


{ outwardactions he requires at our hands, with our DC- 
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| ( reſpeRing outward worſhip ) to teſtifie our thankeful- 


| 


| a tenth of all that God ſhall give unto him. 


BS Voyve, Or | 


dies, and our goods: nay as wee ſay of faith and workes, 
There may be workes without faith, though not proper- 
ly good, yet whereſoever there is true faith it will beevi- 
dent in the pra&iſc of good workes; ſo howſoever there 
may be the outward worſhip without the inward, yet if 
the inward be ſincere, it will manifeſt it ſelfe inthe quries | 
of outward worſhip:if the heart once ſay verite,adorem, 
come let us worthip; the tongue and knee will preſently 
anſwer ,eriam & genus fleitanns,let us kneele likewiſe and 
fall downe before God: if Davids heart be once fixed and 
prepared, his lute and harpe will be called preſently to a- 
wake to joyne in the worſhip of God with him: and if Ia- 
cob once acknowledge the Lord for his God, hee wil pre- 
ſently reſolve to build him an houſe, and yowe unto him 


Ll ACO 


But to paſle from this generall to the particulars here 
vowed : where from Iacobs practiſe in my text, I lay 
downe this concluſion, neceſſary in the knowledge and | 
praiſe of all Chriſtians, That the beſt ations we can do 


| 


| nes to God for thoſe extraordinary bleflings we dayly re- | 
| haikis from him, is to build, repaire, and maintaine 


| 


Churches and Chappells, places for the publicke worſhip 


and ſervice of God, and duely an1 truely to pay unto God | 


parts of his worſhip and ſervice therein, 


the tenth of whatſoever God ſhall beſtow upon us, for 
maintenance of his Miniſters, for the performance of che 


| 
| 
| 


The truth of which conclufon will appeare evident bz 
| the precepts of God & praGtlſe of Gods Saints inall ages, | 

both before the law, under the law, and fince, inthe times 
of the Goſpell. Before the law, we have the examples of 
| ail the Patriarches, who alwaies erected altars'in all pla- | 

ces where they abode, for the offering of ſacrifices, and | 
the performance of other parts of publicke worſhip, and | 


—_ 


{that by Gods ſpeciall command: as when the Lord had | 
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brought the children of Iſraell by a flrong hand out of E- 
' £ypt, and delivered them ſafe from their enemies hands; 
the firſt and principall thing God requires at their hands, 
by way of thankcfulnes, was the building of the raberna- | 
cle; and oeing built he gives command, T.rvir.19.30.}/ | 
and 26.2,that they ſhould keepe his Sabbaths and reverence | 
. brs Santtuary, promiſing great bleflings upon ſo doing; & | 
: as God commanded, ſo they labourcd to teftific their loye | Wo. 
| & rhaakfulnes by their bountifull offering ro that worke, | | 
{ When the Lord had delivered David our of all his trou- | 
| bles , and had {erted him in peace in his kingdome, he chu- 
; | ſeth this as the chiefeſt argument toteltifie his love and | | 
1 thankefulnes, the building of a ſetled temple; and there- 
= | fore makes a ſolemne vow,and bindes ir with anoath, that | 
he will not exter inte the tabernacle of his houſe, nor come np- Bfal, 1 52%) | 
| 
| 


6.4 
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on the pallet of his bed, nor ſuffer his eyes toſleepe, nor his head 
| to take any reſt untill hee had found out aplace, an houſe for | 
the God of Iacob, When God had ſetled Solomon his ſonne } 
| in his fathers kingdome, and had made him many promi- | 
ſes of mercy and proteRion; where beginnes he to rteſtifie | 1, Kr, s- 
4 his thankefulnes, bur in building the temple, which his | =. | 
father had promiſed, and from which he was by God pro. | 
hibired? And of ll his worthy a&s,and honourableepi- | 
thers, none doth more commend him then the building of 
the temple;SoLomoNS TEMPLE. FJ» 08 
When Cyrus came once to know, and under{tang, thar | 
it was the God of Ifra?l that ha1 givenhim victorie over | *3-3- 
all his enemies, and niade him triumph over ſo many Na- 
tions and Kingdomes, preſently in token of tharketuines |. 
he releaſ2th the Iewes out of caprivitie, comn ands them | 
with all ſpeede toreedifie the Temple, reſtoring not onely / 
all the yeſlels which Nebuchadnezzar had corricd away, | | 
but commanding it ſhould be built at the charges of iis || 
owre treaſurie: And both Cyrus, Darius, and Arcaxerxes | | 
(all which three had their hands in the worke) have their 
s WE 7 niſtcries \ | 
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hiſtories recorded by the Spirit of God, to their high re-. 
| nowne, and everlaſting memorie, When the Iewes come. 
ro entreat Chriſt, that he would goe and heale the Centu. 
rions ſervant, what argumett doe they bring to moove | 


apes inthe time of the Goſpel, witneſle all the curious 


Saints of God, as arguments of their zeale and dzyotion,, 


upon them, Neither have wee the practiſe of the Saints 
alone, bur the very heathen, who haye alwayes account = 
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and as teftimonizs of greateſt thankefulneſf> ro the Dei- | 
ries; all rheir Temples being either memories ſacra, or ho- 
zori degicata, built and dedicated tothe honour of their 
idol gods, and by way of thankefull remembrance for 
ſuch benefits thy conceited they received from and by 
| them. And as God hath commanded, and men out of the 


— 


Chriſt, but that he loved their N ations And now gne they | 
proo'e it? He had built them a Synagrgve. And as for latter | 


ed thecrecting of Temples as works of greareſt holines, | 


[ 


| and wel-builr Churches and Chappels throughour all the | 
| parts of Chrittendome, 'which baye beene builc by the. 


and in thankefulnefle to God for his blefſings conferred | 


| 


| 


light both of religion and nature have accounted the ere. | 
Cting , repayring , and maintaining rhe places of Gods | 
worſhip, a5 arguments of true devotion and thankefu]- 
nefle to God tor his extraordinarie metcies; {o no lefle 
hath God from time to time commanded: no let{e carefull | 
have menin all ages been to endowe them and their Mini- | 

: me” 
ters with large and liberall maintenance, and that with | 


| 
| Tacob here,by oiving atenth of all that God from time to | 


| rime beitorwed upon them, Thus the Lord, Ex o 0.21.29 7 
Decimas tus FI primitias tua, &c, Thouſhalt rot aclay to 

| offer thy tithes, 706 fir{t of thy ripe fruites, and of thy liquors; 
the farſt borne of tay ſonnes /halt thou give antome. Lev? 7. 

All the tithe of the land, whether of the ſeede of the lan, 

zo. All the tithe of the lana, whether of the ſeede of the land, 
or of the fruit of the tree,us the Lords, it ts holy unto the Lord, 
LEvir.27-3%. And concerning the tithe of the hearde or of | 
ST the 
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the flocke, even of whatſoever paſſeth under the rod, the temh | 
Jha; bee holy arito the Lord, NvnB, 18.20.21. Thou (halt | 
| have no mheritance miheir land, neither ſhalt thou have any | 
part amorg them; l amiiypart and thine inheritance: and \ 
Lchold 1 bate given the chUaren of Levi ail the tenth in Iſraell 
{or an inheritarce for their ſervice which they ſerve, even the 
ſermice af the Tabernacle of the congregation, Inall which: SIAATA 
places we finde God claiming the tithes to be his; & that | KA 
not cnely iure creationis, by righr of creation, nor jure po- | | | 
teſtares, becauſe hee hath the diſpofing of all ; for fo the | 
whole is Gods: but jwre proprictatu & reſervationis, inte. | 
ſpec of the very proprietic thereof, and by woy of reſer-! 
| vation; becauſe, having given allthe rcft tothe ſonnes of | 
men, hee hath reſerved unto himſelfe the tenth ro bcſtow |] T1 
where he will; and that he hath beſtowed on the Miniftter } | 
ſerving at the altar, And hence itis, thatMa L a C348, | 
9.10. the Prophet rells the people, they were cur/edwith a | : 7 
| £21 ſe, becauſe they had robbed God in not paying their tnhes | ; 
and offerings, And for the practiſe of Gods Saints; witnes | 
Abraham and Iacob before the law, the practiſe of the | [/ 
Iewes under the law throughout their tribes and genera- / \ 
tions , fo long as they walked uprightly with God, and | | 
went not a whoring after their own inyentions. For witnes " ) | 
hereof rake one forall, 2.Cn Rr 0.431. the practiſe of the 
| Ievves under the Reigne and reformation of Hezekiah; | 
| wherein foure things are renatkeablcy A | 
| 1. That ſoſooneas ever Hezekiah had deftroyed ido. |} 
-latry, and eft;bliſhed the true worſhip of God, inthenexrt 
place hee toKes order for the peoples paiyrent of tithes, 
fart fruits, & offerings; as being that without which Gocs 
rOrſhip was not pert: &, nor God truely praiſed, vers 4. } Þ 
| 2, Thepeoplcs readines and liberall bounty inthe per- { | [ 
| formance of this duty, vers.g. 6, eAudas {coreas the com-} 
{ mindemcent came abroaa , the children of Iſrael! brought in "4. 
ſ abangancethe farit ty mts of corre wine, and oyle,and hare) er} | 
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of all the increaſe of the field ec, intimating that where the | 
worſhip of GoJ is fincere, there tithes are will ngly and | 
readily paide. = 
| 3, Thereaſonaliedgedby the Prieſt why and how fo 
great and abundant (tore was in ſo ſhort a time gathered 
rogether 3 namely, that ſince the people began to bring 
| the offerings.into the houſe of the Lord, the Lord had 
| bleſſed his people; teaching us that the paying of tithes 
| increaſerh Gods bleſſings, and Gods bleſſings increafing 


| ought to make us increaſe in that duty, verſ. 9. 10. 

4+ Though there was plenty and abundance, more then | 
the preſent need required, yer Hezekiah & his Princes did 
not cauſe it to be carried into their private treafuries and 

tore-houſes; but commanded it ſhould be kept for the | 
uſe and benefit of the Prieſts & Levites in the (tore-houle 
of the Temple, verſe tx. 12, If any ſhall 'obje@ that 
this was for the {econd tithe onely, not for the tithe of in- 
acritance; I anſwer, if they were ſotrict inthe payment 
of this tithe, which was a ſ=cond full ſupernumerary tithe 
over and above the firſt; ih2n much more in the payment 
| ot the fix{t, which God challenoerh as his right of inheri- 
trance, & which they never omitrcd top?zy when the other 
were Ffenerally neglefted, as may bee gathered, Nx - 
HEMTAH 13  _ 

Neither is the Goſpell without either precept or pra- 
Riſe for the neceſſary performance of this dutic ; witnes 
che manner of Chriſt his reprooying the Scribes and Pha. 
rides, Ma Tr. 23. 22. where he infers a neceſſitie of 

tything,evenin the ſmalle{t matters, wh=ther wee unders 
(tand the phraſe actively or paſſively, either in the payer 


adherent 


] 
J 


—_— 


| or receiver; Woe unto you Scribes ana Phariles, Hypocrites 


a Fod\exerare, for your pay tithe of mint, and «niſe, and cum. 
mine,C} vave omitted the weightier matters of the Law,indge- 
mexnt , mercie, ad taith : Theſe things ought ye ro have doxe, 
aud not to leave the other undone, Neither will it ſuffice to | 
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 objeR againſt the rext,that the Ceremoniall law was then 
in force, and ſo Chriſt might jutily command ir : for firſt, 
how will they anſwere that diſtinction of Auguſtine; { 2- 
| remonis legrs ante Chriſtum nec mortue erart, nec mortifere; | Tome 2s 
| poſt promulgationem Evangeln, & mortue & mortifere; inter 
| paſſtonem Chriſti & promulgationem, mortue, ſed non mors- | \ 
tifere, The ceremonies of the Lawe before Chriſt were | 
neither dead, nor deadly; after the promulgation of the 
Goſpell, both d2ad, and deadly ; betwixt Chriſts pafſion Pp 
: and the promulgation of the Goſpell, dead, but not dead- | 
] ly? Where by the paſſionof Chriſt we underſtand, not his | i 
; paſſion xa] 'Zylw, his ſuffering upon the crofſe, when | | 
| hee breathed out , together with his conſummatnm eſt, his 7s 
life; but the whole time of his ſuffering here upon earth A | 
eſpecially from the time of Iohnthe Baptiſts beginning to | | 
preach, and Chriſt his Baptilme : at what time tne cere- | ._, h 
| monies of rhe lawe began to bedead quoad neceſſitatem, | , ef. vw 
inregard of the neceſſary obſervance of them ; howſoever | ;;. 4. | 
guoad converientia & vinculum charitatis,inreſpedt of con= | i 
| 


— — 
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| yeniencie and to avoide ſcandall, the obſcryation of them 
was not deadly; according tothat of Chrift, MatT.rr.13. | FE 
_ All the Law & the Prophets propheſred enrill Iohn:and that of | | 
{Paul Ga 1.3.24-25.The lawe was our Schoolmaſter to Chriſt, 
bt after that fanh is come we are no more #nder the School- 
| maſter, Where by the Law and the Prephers is underſtood | | 
tota CA, s poletia ſer aconomia, & conſtitutio ky aceraotti, I, \\ AF 
| tne whole regiment of Moſes Lawe, not onely Ceremoni- | AB 
| all an Tndiciall, but Morall likewile, fo farre forth as ir | | 
was to be abropate,together with the Lecgall Preiſthood,; | 
So that if Chrilt had held tre payment of tithes as a duty 
of the Ceremoniall law,he would never have ſet a # upon 
chem, and have taught taem as a duty neceflary, which ( 
ought to bee done, and nor left undone, | 
Burt that I may remoove all ſcruple, in the ſecond place | $7 2 
let us conſider that our Saviour Chriſt makes not the pay= | j 


KY pt... 


{ 


F 
< 


 _ 


| e ; | IneNtT k P_- : 
Bon 8 RE: CCC CC CCCIACTE 


—_— 


\ "4 | _ at ICI IRC ME DO 0 IDS 
t, ——————— p . 


| 22 
; a 
_— 1 
5 
* 
F 
' 
# i | 
tw, 
\ 
"= 
| EX: AT, & eo 
MN h. I | 
hY | 
. 
\ | { 
'Y 
4 
"i | 
; } 
? | 
. " | 
J Carluci Do- 
Ire Tiict- | 


| 


| lacoss Vovve, Or 


ſeconding lacobs vow inthis place, Ler hm that # tar:ght 
| communicate unts him that teach#th, noc in ſome particular 


| 


— 


Lt — 


mercy,and faith; diſtinguiihing rhem onely [ecu:dum ma. 
gs CO muans; wich,as Logicians teach truely ,on variant 
{peciem, differ nor the Kinde, Beſides this of Chriſt, Paul 
1.C 0 R +9. prooves by nine forcible arguments the neceſ- 
fty of the Miniſters maintenance now inthe time of the 


? . ! | 
Goſpeli, & now it ought to bee done, Ani Gala T.6.6, 


kinde, nor \ ct in grofle a competency out of the whole; 
but &y Txolv xy aJ0is, in all bu good, Or 177 all 7004 things, 
And as for piactiſe, witnes the liberality 'of che Saints in 
the very dayesof the Apoſtles: who arc [:id to fell all they 
had an4 co lay the price at the Apoſiles fete, for their 
ma'ntenance, and releife of the poore diſtreſſed brechren, 
And in fucceeding a»es as the Churches increaſedard ob-_ 
tayned peace, ſo did the Saints: according to rhe. rule of 
Gods worde, and practiſe of the Saintes,e(tablith a ſerled 
maintenance of tithes for Gods Miniſters, as that portio. 


might not bee detained without ſacriledge, The trutt: | 
whercof will appeare by the unanimous con.ent of all the 


| $i 11 the. 
auncient and truely religious Fathers of the Church ia a!l | 


ages, with th>generall practiſe of the Saints in all pla | 
ces, where and lolong as religion was purely and fincere- 
'y taught and proteſted, Neitter have we onely the con- 
fent of holy Church both in doctrine and pradtite, bur of | 
the very heathen, enforcing the neceſſicte of this duty; 
Thus Feſtus, as epitomized by Paulus Diaconus, ſpeaking 
of thecultomes of the Romanes, tells us that decrma ques 
gue weteres Dits ſuis offerebant, the auncient gaye 
tithe of all unto their Gods. I know the Tithes-HiRtoriar 
together with lo; eph Scaliger , feare not to accuſe Pauly: 
Dijaconus of barbariſme and fa'tificatinn of Feſtye ard tr: 


{ 
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t 
O'_—_—_————— — }__Þ—C_c m— —_— "CO "LINE — QCLLAERLIFANGIT >» A _—_ _ 
[3 : 


of inheritance which God had allotted them, and which: | 


ment of theſe tithes a Ceremoniall lawe bur a Morall, yea | 
an Evangelicall lawe ,of the ſamenature with judgement, 
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| corre his authority; the one putting out q#eque, and ſo | 
| denies the generality of tithes of all thinges given by all 
| men,reſtrayning both perſons and tithes to ſorre particu. 
lars; the other changing Dzz#s ſus into uni tantum Heron. | Sd. pag. 
1/r, as if tithes were payd by the Romanes to Hercules on- | 
ly : but by what authority or ſound ground I know not : 
or mine owne part, 1 ſce no reaſon why Paulus Diaconus | 
ſhould rot bee as worthy of credit as either, yea as both || _ 
of rhemz ſure I am the world, and the learned of thoſe 
times wherein he lived, accounted him a man of as great 
knowledge and judgement, and as worthy of credit, as |. 
either is Divine Scaliger, or Antique Mr, Selden. Be. | 
ides,fay the Romanes had given tithes to Hercules onely; | 
yet Feftus ſpeakes not of the cuſtome of the Romanes | 
onely, but of other Nations likewiſe: and howſoever by 
his ſilence he ſeems to conſent with Scaliger in the corre- 
Aion of Paulus Diaconus for wn ranium Herculi; yet hims- | 
| ſelfe confeſſeth, that neither the Romanes, nor their next Paz 27, 
neighbours did tithe oncly ro Hercules; but theſe rheir 
arbitrary vowes and thankesgrvings (I ſpeake in the Hiſto- 
rians language) were ſometimes alſo payd to other Deities, | 
whereof hee names diverſe particulars. Next to the au- | 
rhority of Feſtus, hee brings inthe praQtiſe of the Greci- 
ans, for generall conſent. Thus Harpocration, who faith | 
| that the Grecians uſed to tithe the ſpoyles of warye Toig | Pag.i 2. 
Je075, 10 the Gods, And another , /t was a Greeks cnſtome LN 
'0 Conſecrate the tithes of their abundance Toig Feois, to 
| the Gods mr generall,withour exception, or limitation either | *11b.de ant. 
of things or perſons, by whom or to whom, as gene- | 1. Cv. 
| rall every whit as Feſtus, And the ſame Deities (as * Ca- | 
rolus Sigonius hath well obſerved) beeing wo. ſhipped a® | .....,,,, 
| .nongſt the Romanes, which were amonglt the' Grecians: | yc511um (o- | 
and che Romanes no whit inf-riour in ſuperſtitious pictic | 172 /nſc'pt- 
tothe Orecians:it isnot likely, but as they devcr*d rieme pA or * > 
elves totheir Gods, ſothey worſhipped them with the ou 691" 
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ſelfe ſame worſhip, and payd them tithe as fully as the 
|  |[Grecians. Manyother particulars might bee alledged out 

of heathen ſtories to inforce this point, as how choſe who } 
o1venot of their increaſe were call2d #'30;, rreliorom peo- 
B©-- God, withaat dicty, who never eſcaped pu- 


ple, not ſerving 
(| ni{ſhment for their Atheiſme: yea wee (hall read of maiy 
fearefull juclgements that fell upon ſuch perſons who wee | 
negligent inthe performance of this dury zo the Gods. 
B .tIceferrethe Reader to Mr. Mountague, and M*., Sel- 
dens owne hiſtory , where you ſhall finde ſufficient 
in this kinde, And the reaſon of theſe firange puniſh-. 
ments inflited upon thoſe that robbed the heathen Gods 
is well given by LaQtancius; God (faith he ) punihed this 
lime of ſacriledge among the heathens, becauſe though 
hee cared not for an tmiurie done to an Idol, yet he would 
make men aſraid of withdrawing any thing from h1m-, | 
whome they in their blimde *nagement tucke for the true 
God. But to paſle from theſe inſtances, and come to the. 
an'wering of ſuch objc&ions as are brought againſt the 
neceſſicy of performing of what Tacob here vowes, The 
firſt objection is made againft the neceſſitie of rhe place | 
LL: ; of Gods worſhip,rhe lecond againſt the payment of tithes, | 
The firſt is this; God is preſent in all places, and hath noe | 
Chriſt taught us, that Grd awells nor in temples made with | 
bands but whereſoever two or three are gathered together 51 | 
| hes nameythere will he be in the maſt of them?Towhat e14 and | 
| purpoſe thenneed wee build Churches 81id Chappels, for | 
| Gods worſhip to bee performed in ? Firlt wee confcfle | 
| chat of the Scheol? to be mcſt infall.ibly true, that exter, 
preſenter Dex: hic & ubique patenter, all things are com- 
| manded by Gods pe wer, all things are open to his fght, 
all ch ngs ate filled with his preſ-nce,hce is preſertini eas | 
S ven by his ploricus Majchiie chearing and bleſſing his glo- 
| rious S2ims and Angels. he is preſent in hcl by Bis power 
and juſtice, pur1ſh ng the wicked firmers and devils; hz is 
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preſent inall the world, feeding & ordering all both good A. 
and bad by his providence: yet ſ#ſceptmn Des miſere- | 1, 8.9. 
 Cordram tuam in media templi tu, his Church,his SanQuary, | 2 
| that is his Cwria Gratie his gratious court of mercic; ther- | 
| in after a more diverſe way,andrhereinafter a morc ſpeci- A 
| 2}] manner is he preſent to and with his Saints upon carth, 
then inall other places wnatſoever, Againe true it is,that 
| Dez non havitat templis mauufatts, God is not circuin. | 
ſcribed within Temples made with hands, but #5icungque 
whereſover men are met together in his name, he will 

heare and anſwer them: yet at lerwſalem is his Santtuary, Patas. | 
| at Salem #s bus Tabernacle that is the place which hee | 407/08 
hath choſen for himſelfs, wherein to put his name ; 


— A... 
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that is the place whereunto the people ſhall reſort to 
worſhip him; nor only to ofter their ſacrifices and prayers | 
toobtaine his bleſſings, bur to praiſe him for his benefits | \f 
received from him. Neither let any man object and ſay 
mon nunc at olim, this was true of the materiall Temple 
| land Tabernacle before Chrift his coming ,\ but not fo 
now:for God hath net I&ft his Church,he hath not forſak- |. | 
en his SanQuary; but as Chriſt himſelfe on earth, honou- | 
red the Temple and the Synagogues with his preſcnce and | 
preaching, and as the Saintes of God fince (and that no| 


C———_— ww or” 


| 
| | holy word, toreceive his bleſſed Sacraments, by prayers | | | 
| and prayſes re worſhi» him for his bleſſings: Thus how- "i 
ſoever tie erecting of Churches &c. are nor neceſſary ner | \E< 
| 2 'E 2 -laand AN 


| 
| | | | ceſſitate abſolnta , becauſe in time of perſecution omnt | 
| | | LaCus eſt Doo ſacer, all places are his, bee it in houſe or 
field, where his Saints 'are aſſembled: yet are they necel-| 
ſary neceſſuate conditionata; when wee may enjoy them , 
' | wee muſt provide them, and beeing provided , honour | 
; and reverence them, even as the houſe of God, his holy | 
Sanctuary. 
| | The ſecond objeQion is made againſt the Miniſters | 
maintenance, and that not in generall; for there is none ſo | 
©] _ | impiouſly ſacrilegious, that will denie ( at leaſt inwords) | 
the neceſſity thereof; bur the queſtion is about the rule of | 
proportion and law, whereby they are due toGod, and | 
from him to his Miniſters; whether by the Divine Morall 
Wt law of God,or by vertue of humane lawes and Eccleſtaſti- 
We Is 27 | call conſtitutions; whether ſecundum totam, a proportion 
47 Up 1 3T anſw:rable to the Leviticall Prieſthood, or whether /e. 
F—- | cundumguotam, inthe ſame full due & kinde as they were 
LE paid tothe Leviticall Prieſthood. The adverſaries of God 
| andhis tithes, hold and maintaine the law for tithes abro- | 
| gate, as Iudiciall, and Ceremoniall; and ſo the paiment in 
ET that qvore to be yoide, and the law for paiment onely Ci- 
1 | vill and humane. | 
K | Foranſwer hereof wee confeſſe, that if they ſpeake of | 
the maintenance of the Leviticall Prieſthood in generall, 
Y+-- we deny not but there were ſome things in their quota 
partly Ceremoniall partly Iudiciall, and foto us are now | 
abrogate; ſuch were their primitie taken in the ſtrict ſenſe, | 
| their parts of ſacrifices, their ſpecia!l & particular Cities, 
their having their cithes gathered and brought home ar 
be | the colts and charges of the owners, their parts and porti= 
| _ | ons inthe ſecon4 annuall tithe, and in the tithe of every | 
third yeare; but for the firſt tithe, which is the tithe called | 
4 the the of inheritance, that is, the tithe of all increaſe 
J _ | ( vineparts duely and truely deduted ) which was given : 
4 by God tothe Pricſts and Levites; to ſay this is abrogate, ' 
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| 4s being a Ceremoniall or Iudiciall law, tying men to the | 
{ paiwent thereof during onely the time ofche Leviticall | 
Prieſthood, and continuance of the Tewiſh Politie, is moſt | Y 
falſe and erroneous. And that I ſpeake no more then ſhal 
| be able to proove, I will lay downe three Concluſions; | 
Firſt, that the law for paiment of the tithe was not fim- | 
ply Ceremoniall or Iudiciall, binding the paiment onely VA 
to the Iewiſh Prieſthood, | 
Secondly, that the tenth is that proportion which is 
ſimply due unto Gods worſhip and fervice,. | / 
| Thirdly, that the paiment of cithes for the qutais a | D508! 
{ Divine Morall law, yet ſtanding in force to binde all Chris | 
Rians to pay them unto the Evangelicall Prieſthood. 1 
| Thatthelaw for paiment of tithes was never ſimply | 
| Ceremoniall &c. is thus prooved;i *' 
| TIfthe law binding to pay the tenth for the quota, were 
barcly Ceremoniall or Judiciall, then were tithes onely 
| due to the Leviticall Prieſthood: but the tenth was not 
| onely due to the Leviticall Prieſthood: ergo,8c, The con- 
ſequent of the 9aior is undeniable, the mwrmor is thus proo- | 
ved; That which of due was paid to another Prieſthood, 
and that by the Leviticall Prieſthood, was not onely pro- | . 
per and due unto them: but tithes were paide by the Levi- 
 ticall Prieſthood af due to another, even to him that was 4 
the rype of the Evangelicall Prieſthood: thereforenot due | 
 onely to the Levites, The miner is thus prooved; That 
| which was paid by Abraham to Melchiſedeck, was paid 
| by the Levites to another Prieſthood:bur tithes were paid, [2 
by Abraham to Mel. hiſedeck: erg9, &c. | 

This argument Pzul urgeth, Hebr, 7, where compar. 
{ ing the Prieſthood of Chriſt with Aarons, he makes this 
one argument to proove Cirilt his Prieſtncod the greater, | \N 
in that Levi in Abraham poid tithes unto Melchiſedeck, | ; 
{ who was the Typicall Prieft of the New Teſtament, | 
' Whereas the Hiſtorian objects that Abraham vaid tithes 
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onely of the ſpoyle : of warre, not of all his ſubAance, the 


. word 2zeoflivie lignifying only the tithe of ſuch ſpoyles; | 
| Firſt, | anſwer that both the text of Geneſis, Chap. 14. 


20, and HE B R- 7+ 2. ſpeake in gcnerall rearmes, that 
\ Abraham gave tiches of all; and as for the word 2xgo3inm, 
to fignifie onely the ſpoyl:s of warre, the Tithes»Hiftori- 
| an 14 not at ary agreement with himſclfe (neither indeed 


—_ 


grauat that at this time when Abrabam mer Mclchiſe 


chat infringeth not, bur ar other, times hee paid tithes of 
a'l. And that may appeare hrſt by the emphaſis of the A- 
poltle, Hebr. 7. 4. wiere he ſpeakes of the paiment of 
theſe tithes of the ſpoyles, as of a greater and more emi- 
'nent action then the paying of ordinary tithes of his 
| ground, ſaying, Now conſider how great this man was, unto 
| whom the Patriarch gave the tenth, not onely of his ordina- 
ry ſubſtance,but 7 & lu Sexd7lu tn 70» axgoIvioy, even the 
tenth of the ſpoiles. Neither will that allegation ſuffice that 
is made by Mr. Carcwright in his Annotaiioas upon the 
Rhemes Teſtament, that the paiment of tithes was a cere- 
1n 4911-2254, 5 whereby was ſignified that weeinatenth 
offered to { hriit doz declare thar all we haye is his, 

For frſt, if he meane particularly of}Abratams aRion, 
then Avratiam di it either with watrantie or without, if 
w:th warrantie, then was there fome [wy commandino 
tithes before Moſes; if without warraatie, th:nno: law 
full, and ſo not con:mcndable, and fo conſequently not a 
fit type to ſ1gnifhe the duty of the faittifull ro Chriſt, 
| Sccond!y.the Apoſtle 1n that place bringes not in Abras 
| hampaying tithes inthe perſon of all the faithf.1l, bur in 


| the perſon of Levi; though true it be thar all paid in 
Abraham, 


. 
on 
IEC OI Ss. » 


| | Thirdly, if it was ( as we denienot ) a ceremoniall rite 


EE 


can he bee ; the wor] bearing 2 larger fignification ); and | 
therefore I w.ll not ſtand to alwer ir. But {:y we ſhould 


deck, he gave the tithe onely of the ſpoyle of warre; yet 
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| 
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ſignifying and declaring the dutie of all the fairhfull to | 1 
chrifl, then it ſhould appeare to be the firſt quora, and 

proportion whereby to teſtitte and declare or ſubjzRion, 1X3 
if thankefulncs. and obedience: AndihenTaske what wrong | _ 

1 | hath Chriſt done us vnder the Goſpel. thar we ſhould nor | 
fill teſtifie cur obedierce and i hankfulnes,in and by pay- 


% 


vg at [caſt the ſame proportion; ſecing we are not onely | | 
= | che faichfu!l children of Abraham, and have no law forbide 
=. | ding, bur all enforcing the ſame duty. And here by the | _ ( 
| way obſerve wich mee two other paflages in thoſe Anno- 
- | rations upon the aforenamed place; | | 
| | Thefirſtisarelationof Poſſidonius in the life of Sajnr | Aug in Ser. 
' Þ} Auguſtine; wherein hee would make Saint Auguſtine an | de temp.z: 9 
: | eaemie tothe cuſforne of paying tithes inthe gzora, dire- wp 2, 
| ly againlt his owne peremptory affertionin all his Tra- | c rye 


| Ctaces. ter 50 Ser. 
The ſecond is a mifconſtruing of Saint Terome,not only | 1 2/4146, 
| aainſt his generall texr,but the ſenſe & rules of Gramer: | 
for whercas S, Ierome inveighing againſt rhe covetouſnes | 
and licentiouines of the Cleargie in thoſe times, thus con- | | 
cludes, Ss guaſi Levita © ſacerados vivo de decimu & altari | 41 Neyot. | 
ſertiens altarrs oblatione ſw/teator habens vitlum & veſtitum | ac wits ter, 
hs cententis ero, which inr:ght Engl.ſh is, that ſolovg asT | 8 
liveasa Levite and Prieſt, upon tithes, or other cfferinos | W. 
due to choſe thar ferye at the altar, I will reſt my ſclfe a1 
contented though ir onely ſuiice for food and rainent: jn- 
| £M4ti29, that as [nz 2s helived upon Go.ls allowance, |. 
jt ſhou'd ſuFce, were it never ſo ſmall; aNuring bimſelfe | 
| of 3511s He 11ng in and UPON his owne-or-{inance, 1here. 
the conftruRion of Saint Teremes minde is this; | 

- Thatiflefle thena renth will tinde him things ne= * | 
ceflary for his honeſt mainrenance, lerome will not tand | 
uponatirtie of tithes, CN 

2. Thetruth of this may appeare inthe practiſe of Ia- A114 
cod in this vowe: for Iacob yvowes not this of paying | 
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| make vowes, not onely in things indifferent, bur in things 


—_—_— 
hy. 


; |Nimonies whereof you have heard already, 


contrary : but of this nature hath beene the practiſe for 


1, when and where the Goſpel hach beene knowne, | 


| Kg domes of Chriſt exdome; not ſome one or fewe, bur all, 


| only, but both,nay all whoſoever are recorded to acknows- 


out puniſhment ; ©: enim: «ſos empure PHtarit efſe Deos 


| } 
i 
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C— 


tirhes de novo, as a wotke not formerly done, no more | 
then he doth the other, that the Lord ſha bee his God ; 

but he vowes that waich according to the auncient lays | 
of God, and praiſe of his fathers, he was to performe, 
when God ſhould beftowe theſe bleſſings upon hi:n; only 
by this vowe he bindes himſcife to a more tri & care- 
full performance of what he ought; it being lawfull to 


——_— 
——_— 


neceſſary and commanded, 
The ſecond thing which I propounded to proove was, | 
that the tenth, even for the quota, is the certaine rule of | 
proportion due unto the Miniſters of God which ſerye | 
at the altar, and which without ſacriledge cannot bee de- : 
tayned from them: the which Ithus proove; | 
That for which we have the precept of God by autho- | 
rity of his word in time commanding , the praQiſe of 
all people in all places, and rhat in all ages, and that of due 
Ml readily performing for the maintenance of Gods wor- | 
ip;zthat muſt neceſſarily bee the rule for the practiſe of 
all men, nor may it be altered till we hayeprecept tothe 


the payment of tithes: therefore &c. | 
By all ages I underſtand, 1. Before the [awe, as in the ex- 

ample cf Abraham and Iacob, 2. Vnadey the lawe, where | 

we have both precept and praftiſe. 3. [n time of the G9. 


and embraced. 
By allyerforsT underſtand both faithful and irfidels te- 


By all places I underitand, t. the ſeverall and particular | 
2. not ſome heathen, as the Romanes alone, or Grecians 


ledgeaDeity_.or ac lealt we read of none that did not with. | 


Bu | 
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| But againſt this argument there are brought diverſe | 
_ | inftances: firſt,againſt the praiſe of the heathen; ſecond. | 
| ly, againſt the praQtiſe of the Church of God. | 
| For the heathen, theſe objeRions are made. 1.They had \ RA 
no compulſary law to compell them, 2.They paide not ne- | 5e/4pa7.28 þ 
ceſſarily, but arbitrarily. 3. They paid nor annually, nor 
of all things, not to all Deities, nor by all men. For anſwer [ 
of all which, in a word; firſt, what needed they any law to | 
compell them, when as they were a law to themſelyes, | | 
drawne thereunto either by the law of nature, more force- 
| able then any humane law; or elſe by traditionall cuſtome | i 
from the praQiſe of their forefathers,which to us is aboye 
all, and to them was alwaies in the nature and force of a 'F 
law, they not having alwaies their lawes written ( as we | 
now ) further thenin the cuſtomary praQtile of the coun- 
try ? Secondly, for the making of lawes for the paiment | 
of tithes, they well could not, 1n that they paidrithes ro | 
ſeverall Deities; ſothat to have made alaw for one, had \\\.þ 
beene to draw the envy ef another Deitie uponthem. As | ( 
for the ſecond, that they paid them not upon necefſicie, | | 
' but yoluntarily, we ſhall finde the contrary confeſſed by 
the Tithes- Hiltorian,pag-31.where recording the vow of | 
Cypſelus of Corinth, he faith that Cypſelus had ſpeciall | _ 
regard tothe tenth part ofthe goods of the Citizens, as | _ © 
competent to a Deitiezard inthe ſame page(relateing out | 
of Herodotus the practiſe of Cyrus) tells us that Cyrus | 
being admoniſhed of Croſus, would not have the goods | 
of the Lydizns ranſa& by the ſouldiers, becauſe Jay uaiw; | 
they were nece{arily to be tithed to Tupiter; and that not 
only as a vow, bur as a cuſkome: otherwiſe (as M:, Moune 
 taoue obſeryerh) it would have beene a poore argument 
" have made the ſouldiers defiſt from their right inthe 
oile, 
by And as for armwall paiment he confeſſeth, pag. 30.tiat it | | 


' was acuſtome to bring unto Apollo yearly firſt fruits 1n | 


E tenths; Y 


' 
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| addeth,that when covetouſnes made them leave paying 


| ſon why the proofe of a negative after the aftirmative 


—_ — ] 


tenths; and alittle 1 61H: ur of the Syphnians, he 
faith that they gave yearely the tithes of their mines 
which they found in the Ifle. And Mr. Mountague further 


that tribute of tithes, the ſea brake in among them and | 
{wallowed up thoſe mines; a juſt vengeance of God upon 
detainers of divine right, by diſhonouring God to looſe 
all. *And in the laſt place where he averrcth all paid not, 
nor of all things, nor to all Deities, let him or any ſhew as 


| 


_- 


tive, and we will yeeld the bucklers: and yer I ſec no rea- 


prooved, ſhould ſtand good againſt Gods right, that will 
not ſtand goodagainſt an earthly Kings,no not againſt the 
rightof a private perſon. | 

Burt graunt thart all this were true that is alledged, that 
they paid not yearely, nor ef all things &c. Were they not 
heathen, in whome the light of nature being darkened, 


might faile in the perfe performice of ſuch things as na- 


| 


_ 


much in the negative, as wee have ſhewed inthe affirma- | 


m——. 
— 


ture required. Certainly if we faile, having a greater light, 


| ig the performancenot onely of this duty, but of things of 


greatelt moment, eſpecially when gaineand profit come 
12 our way,ler us not expect perfection from thewgthough 
in naturall things; howſoever,what they did prooves the 
rruth of my former concluſion, in that they paid neither an 


renth, or at leaſt 99mine decime;demonſtrating thereby the 
tenth to be due de jure, howſoever they failed de faito to 
pay it in the full proportion or quota, 

| ' Thereaſons brought to infringe the practiſe of tithes 
under the Goſpel, are two;both taken from matter of faR. 
[The firſt is the praiſe of the primitive Church inthe 


| daies of the Apottles, who neither received tithes, nor 


TY 


challenged them;togerher with the ſetling of the paiment 
| 


j ot tithes in ail particular countries where the Goſpel hath 


WE #210 | beene 
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eighth, ninth, eleyenth, or twelfth, bur alwaies a ſtrict | 
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becn receivedzwhich paiments have been ſetled according | Y 
tothe particular lawes & cuſtomes of particular countries. | 
Firſt for anſwer, we ſay that # fatto ad j144 0m valet cone | 
 ſequentia, it was not done thus and thus, and therefore it 
| ought not to have been otherwiſe, is no good conſequence 
| either in Logicke or Lawe, much leffe in Divinitie. E- 
| Secondly, the Church in thoſe times of che Apoſtles, | | 
and many yeares after, was not ſetled, but was in great | | F: 
perſecution, and ſo not a fit time for Miniſters to be for- 47 
ward in urgeing that queſtion, leaſt, as Saint Paul ſpake of | 
| himſelfe, they ſhould have ſeemed to have ſought rherps 
more then them, And to reaſon thus, we may as well ſay ba : 
that the Iſraclites paid norithes in the wildernes, nor in | 
their captivitiez therefore they were not due at any time, 
' Thirdly,thoſe that were not converted paid according 
” [to their auncient cuſtomes unto their Idoll-Gods; theſe 
chat were, willingly brought all and laid them at the Apo- 
Ales feete: but the Church was no ſooner ſetled, but tithes | 
| were demaunded, and readily by way of tharkefulnes to 
God paid when and where the Goſpel was from time to | 
| rime reccived and embraced,as the particular graunts ſpe- 
cified by MF, Selden himſclfe will ſufficiently witneſle. 
"The ſecond reaſon oppoſing the practiſe for the times of 
| the Goſpel,is grounded upon the doftrine of the School- 
| | men, andpraGtiſe of the Church; firſt ſet abroach by A- | $:/4. p.1583. 
lexander Hales, Their do@rine was, that tithes for the 
quota are not due now in the time of the Goſpel; cither 
by the Morall lawe, or the lawe of Nature; bur onely iare | ” 
| Eccleſraſtico,by the judiciall lawes and conſtitutions of the | 
| © hurch, beeing grounded upon the equitie of a mutual! 
diftribution betwixt the Miniſters and the people; that as 
| che one gives ſpirituall things, ſothe other ſhould : ford 
| unto them of their remporall things. The praQtiſe of the | 
| Church was in ſuffering the conveyances of Parochiall | 
rites intithes to bee diverted unto the maintenance of | 
2 F 3 Montes | 
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Monkes and Friars in their cloyſters, which ( faith the 


Tithes-Hiſtorian ) the Church would never have ſuffered, | 
had they formerly held tithes due to be paid by divine 


right, cicher /ege [cripta, or nata. 


tithes. 
Secondly, what is the judgement of a fey Monkes and 


Friars, who by theirniceties and ſubrilties have obſcured 
the truth, rather then explained it, being compared with 
all the auncient Fathers of Gods Church in all ages, which 
have ſealed tothe truth of their dorine by ſhedding of 


' their bloods? 


Thirdly, let all honeſt Chriſtians conſider the end that 


| theſe Schoolmen aimed at, with the miſerable cvent that 
| followed their doQtine and practiſe. For their ends, they 


weretwo; 
The firſt was to encreaſe the maintenance of the Mini- 


| ery, & to draw it to a greater proportion, by how much 


the Prieſthood of the Goſpel was more excellent the that 
of the Law:for lefle thena tenth they never yeelded unto, 
The ſecond was,by mantaining them due onely by po- 


 fitivelawe, and not divine, they laboured to drawe them 
_ | from their Parochiall Miniſters unto the maintenance of | 


poveriſhing of the Miniſters ſerving at the altar, allow- 


ing unto them only a ſmal competency of peM&nall tithes , 


Laſtly,for the event of this doctrine,it was molt fatall; 


| giviag not only occaſion tg Wick life and others to broach 


that herefie of maintaining tithes to be meere almes; but 
gaye occalion allo tothe civill power, to take from the 


Church not onely the juriſdiction of tithes, but to alienate 
theminthe end from the Church and Churchmea ro a 


_ -— — — — — — 


mecre 


_— dt... Aft 


But theſe reaſons tothem that will underſtand reaſon, 


are ealily anſwered: for firſt, the Schoolemen and Friars | 
are contrary tothemſelves and one to another, for which | 


I referre the Reader to Gregory ae Yaleatia in his Title of | 


the & their Cloiſters; which they effected even to the im- 
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meere civill uſe; as your Prohibitions, Inhibitions , Ime 
| propriations at this day witnefle at large , not onely here. 
but in all] places, | 
And as for the praQtiſe of the Church ſuffering the ali- Ml 
enation of them; Firſt,it wasnot by generall conſent of all: 
! for the Canoniſts of thoſerimes were againſt it. Second- 
| ly, ſuppoſe the whole Church had erred in this particu- | | | 
lar at this time, yer doth it not infringetheright of rhem 
| by generall conſent before nor fincey in that the whole 
| Church hath erred in matters of greater weight and mo- 
ment then the point of tithes,as in the herefie of Arrianus, | 
| when tots mundus fattus erat eArrianm,the whole world | 
| were become Arrians, ſome fewe particular perſons one- 
ly excepted. And inthe times of Popetie betore the daies 
of Martin Luther, when there was no point of diviritie 
free from either addition or ſubtraction in any one Church | 
of Chriſtendome. And for the allegation of particular pre- | | | 
ſcriptions and cuſtomes, let them fir{t proove tithes due 
| by humane conltiturion onely, and that God hath reline 
| quiſhed his right;orherwile it is not onely idle, but wick- 
ed, toplead cuſtome, or preſcribe againſt God. 
\ Thelaſtthing to be proovyed for the payment of tithes 
is, that the lawe of tithing was and 1s a divine laye , ; | 
ſtanding fill in force, which may not be abrogate without | 
ſpeciall law tothe contrary : which will appeare by theſe | 
reaſons following; | | | 
I. To whome the ſelfe ſame power and duty of bleſ- | b/ 
ſivg belongs, as did ro Melchiſedeck, to them from the | . | 
blciſed ought the ſame duty to be performed, which Abra- 
| ham performed to Melchiſedeck; ri:at is, the tithes of all: | 
| Senedrcere & decimas accipere & dare becing iet downe by | ,, bripba þ 
the Apoſtle as relatives, quorum uno poſito, ponitar & alte- ww 
ſ r-m, econtra: otherwiſe the Apoſtles argument is of | 
| 20 force; but the Miniſtersof the Goſpel have the ſame 
power and right of bleſſing the people, as had Melchiſe- | 
j ” \F2% deck: | 
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_ | any other; others onely praying for a bleſſing, bur they 
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deck : ergo, &c. If any ſhall obje& that parents doe 
and may bleffe their children, and children their parents, 
and Kings their ſubjects, yea all Chriſtians ought ro bleſſe 
one another;and yet cannot challenge a propriety in tithes: 
L anſwer, that there was and is a great difference betwixt 
their bleſſing and the bleſſing of the Prieſt and Minifter, 

For firlt, the Prieſts had a ſpeciall commiſſion and | 
command, as being ſer apart by God for that purpoſe. 

Secondly, to them was given a preicript and certaine 
forme of ble({ing, which was not to others: The Lord bleſſe 
thee and keepe thee, the Lord make his face ro ſhine upon thee, 
| ard bee graciom unto thee, the Lord lift up hu countenance 

upon thee and give thee peace, 

Thirdly, there was a promiſe of a ſpeciall olefſing an- 

nexced unto the Prieſts bleſſing, which was not made to 


pronouncing it alſo. 


Laſtly, God hath annexed the bleſſing of the Prieſts 
and the paiment of tithes by the people, as neceſſary de- 
| pendants, DtvT. 10. 8.9. et that timethe Lord ſepara- 
| ted the tribe of Levi to beare the arks of the covenant of the 
| Lord, toſtand before the Lord, to miniſter unto him, to bleſſe 

in his name unto this day: wherefore Levi hath nopart nor in- 
| heritavce with his brethren; the Lord ts hu mheritance, accor- 

ding 45 the Lord thy God promiſed: and what this promiſe 
was, we read, NvwB.19.21, rd behold 1 have given the 
children of Levi all thetenth in [ ſracl, 

If it bee objected that this was a ceremonizll ation be- 
longing onely to the Leviticall Prieſthood, the anſxver is 
negative , that it was not a Ceremonial! , but a Morall 
duty. T. Becauſe it was in praiſe before the lawe of 
ceremonies or Leviticall Pricſthood, as in the example | 
| of Melchiſedeck, G# N. 14. 19.20. He bleſſed Abraham, | 

and received ths of all, 2, Chriſt himſelfe practiſed it, 
(MAReIO0.16, LvKk.24-50. 3. Criſt commanded his 
| diſciples | 
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diſciples to doe the like, Lv x.10, 5. promiſing to ſecond | 
it upon ſuch who ſhould readily receive them, and kinde- 
ly entertaine them. 4. The Apoſtles praQiſed ir after | | 
Chriſts aſcention and their receiving the holy Ghoſt , 1. 
 blefling the people with that Evangelicall forme of | | 
bleſling mentioned 2.COR. I}. 14. The grace of our KN 
Lord leſus Chrift, and the love of God, and the communion | 
of the holy Ghoſt be with you all; Amen. According to which 
forme, the Miniſters of God in all ages fince haye conti- 
nued to blefſe the people: the which forme, though ic dif- 
fer in words from that uſed under the Lawe, yet is it the |. [ 
| ſelfe ſame for ſenſe and ſubſtance: and that both more | 
| (weete, by how much the ſweete name of IESVS is | 
therein mentioned; as alſo more plaine, in that the three | 
perſons of the bleed Trinitie are therein diſtinatly ex- | 1.0 
preſſeq, which inthe other are onely cloſely implied under |. 
| the triple iteration of the name and titcleof LORD, } 
| The truth and confirmationof this whole argument is | _ 
apparently prooved, He B e..7.12; where Paul thus rea. | Arg | 
| ſons ; If the Priefthcod be changed, then mult there be a| | 
change of the Law, and fo e& contra, where the Prieſthood 
is the ſame, the Law mult beethe ſame : but cur Prieft- | AN 
| hood is the {ame for bl-fing with Melchiſedecks, yea-|- -; 
with Airons : and therefore the Law of our Prieſthood 
for receiving tithes mult be the ſaine, | 2 | 
| 


ll 


Thar law, the abrogating whereof diſhonours God, | 4-2. 2, 
and makes the Miniſters of tne Goſpel inferiour to the 
Miniſters of the Law, cannot be temporary, bar of divine | 
conſtitution, which cannot be edrogatede but to main- 
taine the law for the right of the tithe in kinde to be ab- 
| rogate and not in force, tends to the diſhonour of God, 
and making the Miniſters of the Gofpel inferiour ro them 
under the Lawe: ergo, &c, The ma zr is thus proo-. 
4 ved; Ther law, the abrogating whereof lcayes the Mini- 
{ ſters of Gad under the Goſpel without a certaine rule for 
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| maintenance, di{honours God in making him more re- 
| gardleſle of | his Miniſters under the Goſpel,then under the. 
Law, and makes them inferiour to the Leviticall Prieft- 
hood: bur to maintaine the Law commanding tithes for 
the quorato beabrogare, is to leave the Minifters of the 
| Goſpel without a cerrtaine rule for maintenance: ergo &C, 
The major is evident by two reaſons; 1. Becauſe mainte- 
nance is one of thoſe foure neceſſary duties required of all 
men towards their Miriſtcrs now inthe time of the Goe 
pet; «the other three becing /ove,conntenance,obedience.2.1n 
regard of thoſe manifold miſchieſes and inconveniences 
which muſt neceſſarily tollow, in leaving them co a volun= 
tary ſtipende or contribution of man, without a certaine 
rule given by God himlelte: as, 
| 7. Flatterie, or ſuſpicion of Jatterie,] in beeing thought 
ro have ſome perſons in admiration,becauſc of advantage; 
which cannot be in tithes. 

2. Diſſimulation ard deceit, in making as though they 
received lictle when as they have much ; which cannot be 


| in tithes. 


3+ By this meanes the poorer ſort arecither much diſ- 
graced in regard of chat little they hauec, orelſe are forced 
| roftraine themſelves aboye their abilitie totheir utter ru« 
inc, as wofull cxperience makes too evident in ſuch places 
where Miniſters live on conribution; whereas inthe pay- 
| ment of titnes every man re{ts content wich Gods bleſ- 
[:0g, 
| 4. Oftentationin oml: in giving much, and diſdain. 
ing thoſe that give lefle; w kich cannot be in ithes| 
| ir be objected, that all this may be amended by a ſere. 
tipende arifing from gootls proper tothe Church; 1 aske | 
what they underſtand! by Church goods : It they meane | 
tithes which are the proper goods of the Church; how | 
can any man proportion a ſtipende better then God hime | 
felfe hath done, tc to g:recvery Minifter the tithes ofthole | 


people 
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& | people committed to-his charge? If by goods proper ro | W 
| the Church, they underftand ſuch voluntary o rings as A 
(hall be brought in by the faithfull inro the common trea- 
ſurie of the Church, or otherwiſe ſhall bee rated by au- 
thority upon every particular perſon; then I demande | | 
what contribution can be ſo ſure, whar ſtipend eſtabliſhed ] — | 
- | by man ſo certaine, but that either by the wickednes of 2) 
che Magiſtrates who have power tocſtabliſh,or incenRan- 
| cy of thoſe by whome it is to bee paide, or covetouſnes 
of thoſe by whome it is to bee collected and gathered, | 
is ſubjeR either to change, orelſe tocnforce Gods Mis 
niſters to the former evils: as is evident in all places, 
where Miniſtcrs live either upon ſuch voluntary contribu. 
tions or ſer ſtipends. But more of this hereafter. [ 
The minor is thus prooved; If there bee alawe or rule, | 

it is for more, orleſle, or the ſame certaine due; if it bee 

for more, why doe they withhold it? if for leſſe, then are | 
| wein worſe caſe then the Levices : but whether it be for | Fl 
more or lefſe,ler them ſhew us the rule, and we ſhall wile | | | 


| lingly conſent; if they cannot then it remaines neceſſarily, | 
char che ſamerule & lawe muſt Rand in force for us now | 


under the Goſpel, which was in force for the Priefthood } 
' under the Lawe. | | 
| If they ſay that Paul ſets downe a rule and law, 1. Þ 
Cor. 9. Gar, 6.6, Ifay then, it is adivinelawe, not | | 
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humane; for more honourable maintenance, not for lefle; 
as all the reaſons plainely enforce;and ſo whoſcever with- 
| holdes the tenth is facrilegious , unleſſe they will main- | 
| raire Code and Etatute above Scripture, and the lawes 

| and conſtitutions of men, aboye the lawes and comman- 
' dements of God. Bur the truth is, that neither of thoſe 
'rexts are rules or lawes ſimply, but onely comments ups 
' on the firſt lavee, firſt imprinted in mans heart, and after- | 
| wards civen by. God himſelfe unto Moſes, and alledged | 
; by Paul for backing the ſame; as not onely the reatons | 
Tok: G there | | 
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| rn | 
there alledged neceſſarily imply & enforce, beeing groun- 

] ded upon the lawe of Nature, and the lawe Morall; bur | 
| verſe the 14 he concludes.it to bee the ſame law, ſaying, 
Sic enim Deus conſtituit &rc. Even ſo hath the Lord ordamed 
'| that they which preach the Goſpell, ſhould live of the Goſpell. 
Let men theneither ſhew ſome other ſtatute-law given 


— 
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by God, orelſe they muſt neceſſarily graunt, that Paul | 


[enforcing this duty, drawne from'the manifold judge- | 


eeefully facall toall the aRors and abettors and their 


_— ———_—__ 


| actors and abettors of the ſame. 


\ ford, the other in Ipſwitch: both which, as they ſtand to 


entorceth no other but the firſt lawe, 

3+ Bur becauſe ſuch is the corruption of mans nature, 
that they are moredrawneto the praiſe of holy duties 
by the feare of puniſhment, thenallured by the force of 
precept and hope of reward; take inthe laſt place a reaſon 


ments denounced and threatened by God, and no lefle | 
irflicted upon ſuch whe have any waics beene detainers of 
his tithes in all ages, or any thing clſe truely dedicated to 
holy uſe for the better maintenance of his worſhip and ſer- 
vice; where wee ſhall fide thac ſuch things have beene | 


poſterity after them: And here not toſpeake of that great 
puniſhment of the Iewes mentioned M aL. 3. nor yet of 
thoſe notorious Sacrilegilis of auncient times and in other 
countries; but to keepe our ſelves at home, and to ſpeake | 
onely-of ſuch particulars as are, freſh inour memory, of 

thar great ſacriledge begun and ſeconded in the daies of 
King Henry the eighth, with the ſucceſle of it in all the | 


} Andfirftto begin with Cardinall Wolley the preſident 

for future ſacriledge, in demoliſhing certaine petty Mo- 
jvaſteries and religious houſes, though toa good intended | 
[uſe, for the building of two Colledges, the one in Ox- 


this day unfiniſhed as a witnes againft him of his ſinne; ſo 


not long after ſuddenly and unexpeRtedly followed his 


ruine and overthrow. From him come tothe Lord Crom- 
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well the inſtigator of the King to the diffolution of the 


reft remaining, though to an happy ende, even the roo» 
ting of Popery , Superſtition, and Idolatrie out of this 
kingdome (which could never have beene fo eaſhly cffe- 
Qed if thoſe places had beene left intheir beeing and glo- 


ry ); yet for neglecting to bee as carefull to render un- 


coGod his due by reſtoring unto him and his Church his 
tithes and other due rites, as hee was to roote out ſuper- 
{tition and take away ſuch places and particulars as were 
dedicated and -given to ſuch idolatrous uſes, gathe- 
ring into his ownehands a great part of thoſe poſſeſſions; 


{they prooved not onely fatall to himſelfe, as his fearefull 


( though lamentable ) ruine ſhortly after made apparent; 
but thoſ= poſſeſſions have beeneno lefle fartall ro his Rock 
and poſteritie, who by vertue of his right have (till inhe- 
rited them : Yea take a veiw of the whole Gentry of 


England into whoſe hands the revenues of the Church 


were then by way of cxchange or otherwiſe divolyed, and 
wee ſhall finde they have beene like to Tholofle gold, or 
thoſe holy things ſpokenof by Solomon, which have not 
onely enſnared the ſoules of their poſlefiors, and periſh- 
ed themſelves in their uſe; but with therefelyes have de. 


| veured other faire and ample poſſefſhons: So that either 
| the face or thename of our Gentry thenin being is wholly 


changed , orelſe there is none remaining who are ſucceſ- 
ſively pofleſſors of thoſe tithes to a fourth generation ; or, 
if chere be any, cither they want meanes of maintenance 


names : either of which prooves that generall aſlcrtion 
both of religion and nature infallibly true , that de ma/e 
quaſitts non gaudet tertins heres, of goods ill gotten the- 
third heire ſhall have ſmall cauſe to rcjoyce., I mi che 1n- 


Nance thelike farall ſucceſle of thoſe revenues eyenin Ree | 


gia ſtirpe, in the ſucceſſion of King Henry the eighth. Aud 


| 


CG 2 \the 


ld Ee een 
_— ——_—_—— 
KALE. —— cc Mw 


anſwerable to their births, or at leaſt they want heires | 
of their loines ro continue thoſe inheritances in their | 
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| the onely happines that our late gracious Soyeraigne 


' Iamit's of blefled memorie, had in the remainder of thoſe 
| holy things, was this, that he was ſo happte as to ridde | 

the crowae of them; and from my ſoule I wiſh that {= | 
| Thave often heard it was his delire )ſo for Gods glory,his | 
| owne honour, the future happines of his poſtericy, of his 
kin2domes, he had been fo further happy as to haye reſto- | 
| re4 Gods part inhis tenths unto the Church againe, And | 
howſoever thoſe whonow poſlcfle fuch tenths thinke they : 
{hall and 1nay more ſafely and freely enjoy them, becauſe | 
they are perſwaded they have paid moredearely for them: | 
| yet cavear emptor,tet ſuch buyers beware leaſt before an- 


| 
| 
| 


| other third generation 2ome, they prooye not as. fatall ro 
'rhem an4to their poſterity, as they were to their pre- 
| deceſſors; for if once ſacriledge , ever; our God from 
\ whome wee receiye the whole, and to whom rhe tenth is 
ever due, being the ſame yeſterday, ana to day,and for ever, 
Thus to conclude this point, By all cheſe reaſons it is 
apparent, that howſloevyer the lawes whereby men at this 
| day pay their tithes unto their Miniſters, be the lawes po- 
i fitive, and cuſtomes of Churches and ſeverall Kingdomes 
| whereia they livezyet the lawes whereby they are primna- 
 rily due,an | by which the true Church hath ever and doth 
yet challenge them, is the divine lawe of God. | 
| Anqfor the lawes Imperiall, and Canons Synodall and 
| Pontificiall with the particular graunts and lawes of par- 
' ticular Kingdomes concerning tithes, they were made 
from time to time in fayour of the Church, for the main. | 
| tenance of diyine right, and reprefling the wickednes of | 
| fuch as would not have paid them, had nor the feare of | 
| the law of man beene more powerfull with them then the 
lawe of God, | 
The truth whereof will appeare evident, if we take bur 
| a view of thoſe Graunts, Lawes, and Chartelaries menti- | 
| oned by Mr, Selden himſelfe.in his eighth Chapter, made | 
js I 1:42 _— 
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& graunted by the Kings of Enpland, where we ſhall finde 
them all Frounded, and that onely upon the divine right; 
as in the general Synode held inthe yeare 706.under Offa | 


Kino of Mercclind, 2rd Elfwolde King of Northumber- | 
Lind, with the fi:!} conſent of all the Lords both ſpirituall | 


and temporalil, grounding that law of tithing upon that 


| textof MAL AC. 3, they thus conclude, Nemo inf! am cle: / 


wverit Dommo, gurd 4 premord:o ipſe fibi readere delegavit: ac, 
per boo plerunque Contingit ut qut accimam non trivnit,ad aces 

| Cimam revertitar: unde ctiam cum obieſtatione precipimmns ut | 
' omnes ſindeant de omnibus que poſſident decimas dare; quia 


} 
4 


emſynam ae hu ques p-ſſidet, facere valet : niſi prins ſepara; 


| eleemoſynas tribuat &c. No man way give almes out of any | 
thing he doth poſſefſe, though upon never ſo jutt cauſe, 


which he from the beginning reſerycd to be rendred to 
himſelfe: for by this meanes it often comes to paſle, that 

| he which negleQs to-pay the tenth, is himſelfe brought to | 

a tenth: therefore we adjure all men that they/ſtudiouſly | 

endeayour to pay thetenth of all that they have, becauſe 

' that is in a ſpeciall manner the Lords: and to maintaine | 


oncly. | - 7 | 
The like graunt he mentions of Ethelutph, anno $eg.! 
who gave with the conſent of all the Lords both ſpirituall 


and temporal, the tithes of all his Kingdome to the. 


Churches and Miniſters of the ſame; free from all manner | 


4 


| ſpeciale Demeter Det eſts FF de novem partibus {161 vivat, & | 


before ſuch time as he hath firſt ſer apart that to the Lord | | 


themſelves and give almes out of the other nine parts | 


Page 199. 


of Rega} or fecular ſervice : in the concluſion cf which 
graunt is added, Oni autens aupgere volncrit neftram dents 
nem, angeat omnipatens Deus aes e4u65 proſperor: fiquis ves 
ro minuere tel mutare preſunyſerit noſcat ſe ante Tribanal 
 ( briſti redditurum rationem wil privs ſatirfaflroneemendave- 


{ it, If any ſhall augment this our donation,the Lord make 


| his dayes many and proſperous:ifany ſhall preſume either 
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to leflen or change the ſame, let him know that hee ſhall 
| give an account thereof before the Tribunall of Chriſt, 
unlefſe before that time he make full ſatisfaction for | 
the ſame. - | - 
| The likeof the graunt and generall law made by King | 
Athelſtan, grounded, as he covfefleth, upon the example 
of Tacob, and text of ho'y Scripture. pag, 214. 
The like of Kiag Edmund, Decimam precipimms omns 
| Chriftiano ſuper Chriſtianitatem ſuam dare, 215, we com- 
mand all Chriſtians to pay their tithes upon fortciture of 
their Chriſtendome. | 
In the lawes of King Knout. p2g.227. Reddantur Deo 
debite reftitwdines annis (nguls, Let God have his due 
right yearly provided him, Aud then followes the lawe of | 
tithe in kinde, | | 
In the lawes made by King Edward the Confefſor, ha. 
ving ſet downe the particulars what riches ought to bee. 
paid, this is the ground, Decrma pars ei reddende eff que no- | 
vem partes (imul cum decima larguur, The tenth cughtro | 
be paid to him, who together with rhe tenth gives us 
freely the other nine parts, And ſo of che reſt, 
| Taroome wherecf [ wil adde the opinion of the Divines 
of the whole Vniverſitie of Oxford touching perſonal] 
tithes,agaiaſt the doQrine of one Friar Ruſſell, who deni- 
ed tithes to be due jure divinoz againlt which opinionthey | 
thus conclude, Onicungue hanc ſententiam tengerit, Of per- 
| tmnaciter defenderit, apud reputationem noftram heretic c 
cenſendiu: & quia 4 ſanila doftring Eccles eft drviſus, a 
| corpore ejuſaem Eccleſie velut putridum membrum eſt pre- 
| [cindendss, Whoſoever ſhall perverſely hold ani main» 
| taine this aſſertion, let him — our credits bee held an 
 hererique: and becauſe he hath rent himſelfe from the ho- 
ly dodtrine of the Church, let him be cur off from the | 
Church as a rotten member of che ſame. 


| __ Iknow M-.Selden goes about to weaken theſe authori- 


| ties, | 


| 
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ties, eſpecially of the Synode held under Offa and Elf- | 
wold, by calling into queſtion the faithfulnes of the Cen- 
turiators, from whence he recites itz becauſe the record of 
that Synode is no where clfe to be found, as he ſaith. And 
for the cenſure of the Vniverhitie of Oxford, he affirmes | 
that they were too vehement and too confident in the | paz,174, 
' point, Burl leave to the cenſure of his owne Profeſſion, 
' with what indiſcretion and more vechement confidence 
they would cenſure a poore Poſtillian Divine that | | 
ſhould goe abour to call into queſtion the faithfulnes of | - 
Ployden, the Lord Dyer, Sir Edward Cooke, Raſtall, &c. l 
| becauſe that all particular originall recordes of judge- | 
| ments and ſtatutes recorded by them in their Commenta- | - | 
ries, Caſes, Reports, Abridgements, are not come to his 
view, or it may be cannot be found, as being ſtollen by 
ſome filtching hand, or periſhed by antiquitie of time, or | | | 
the negligence of thoſe that had them in cuſtody: or,afrer FS, 
1 that all the Iudges of the Land, together wirh all the 
/ Lawyers of all the Innes of Courts, after long and ſcrious 
arguing, had determined a calc in Lawe; ſome puny Bar- 
 relier ſhould cenſure them all to be roo yehement and 
confident in their determination. 

And that all the world may ſee thatthe dull ignorance 
and ignorant confidence is not [o proper to the peore Di- | 
vines of theſe times, but Mr.Seldenmay ſhake hands even 
in theſe thig2s wherein he would make the world beleeve 
he had no equal;take into your conſideration his peremp- | 
| tory concluſionupon theſe two graunts and records fol. | 
lowing, alledged by him to proove that decima and decte | 
' matio arenot alwaies taken for a tenth , bur ſometimes for 
a farre lefſe portion : as allo that the free diſpoſing of the | Cp. 12, 
renth, was in the power of the owner to give, what, to 
whom, and to what uſe he pleaſed, without the conſcnt of 
Biſhop oc Incumbent. 
| The firſt, though ſecond inthe hiſtory , is a graunt of SED 
| FR Robert | - 
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| Robert de Hefiel to the Monaſtery of Gisburne 1n York- | 
| |= Fre ſhire whereby hee gives , duar garbas detotaterra quans 
WE. de novo colui in territorio de Heſſell peſiquam ullam tenui, aui 
quam ego de caterocolam, vel heredes wei; ita mt derimiatia | 
\hec cedat in fabricationem Ecclefie nove de G:ſbarre: here | 
the gift of two ſheafes onely out of all his land (ſeith he ) 
MW is called decimatio: the which if he would make g004, I 
Ny would willingly give him ycarely the price of aPloydens 
{| * | Commentaries, and yearely gaine by the bargaine, Bur 
| | the truth is, he is much miſtaken; for by duas garbas, wee 
| | may not under(tand two ſheafes onely of is whoic land | 
_ 1: NR [| new tilled; but as DoCtor Tile(ley obleryes, drplaws deci. | 
fu = | 92am: and yet not two ſheaf2s of tenne, but drvas decimas | 
garbas,or primam & ſecundam decrmam,two tenth»ſheates, | 
Wet; 7 or two ſheafes of tenthz the cuftome of tithing in that 
| ground and terrirory being this, That the ColleRors for | 
| thatrightof the Abbey of Gisburne, received, and &oc | 
© ff |} if, the tenth and twentieth ſheafe , and the Miniſter or | 
20 = * | Incumbent the thirticth ſheafe, or third ſheafe ef tenth; 
'' | | fo that gar#a there, is the ſame with decimma, The like | 
| 


» 


a” 
— 


cutome to this I remember to be in the Pariſh of Huſt | 
| per-poyrit in Suflex, payable tothe Abbey of Lewis : bur. 
| whether it beof lands aunciently belonging to that Mo-. 
| {nattery, or otherwiſe a donation, as this of Heflell, I can-. 
| wot well remember. . | 
Further,it muſt be remembred concerning this cuſtome, | 
that the land newly to be tilled was wood ; ſome of it 
taniing rothis day: and ail of it called the Wood=ſicld:and 
. | fo was not lyabie formerly according' to the cuttome of 
England to pay any tithe, J 

Secondly, in liew of this the Incumbent receives annu- 
ally out of that portion of Gizburne, nine threaves of 
corne, to wit, fourc of wheate, if there be ſo much grow- | 
ing upon the ground, and the reſt of barley, The which | 


| 


E 5 threaves may amount ſometimes neare to the lofle in the | 
7 | : : - | — a f—_——————— - | 
| | double. 
© m——_ RAR Wc Es Fr Wn —— on — _— ERNIE Ro ern cc 7 Wh Aer Eero wee 
| 
| j | 
Mk, &F- 
j \] - | | ; 


197/96 


ws. 


— —_ —_ i... tt. 
ot 


—_— 


| The true Hiſtorte of Tithes. 49 
| double tirhe giyen from him, and then no douber did, [| 
; much of it beeing lately converted from wood to arzble; 
by which it appeares, that the alienation and piaunt yas 
| rot without the conſent of the Biſhop and Incumbent, bur 
| with conſent of all parties. 

The other is the cuſtomary payment of foure threaves | 
of corne of every plough-land in the Eaſt-r:iding of York- 
ſhire, given,as he ſaith,by King Achelſtan to the Church 
: of Saint Ichnof Beverley ( which came not, as he affir- | 
1 meth, neere to the tenth ) which threayes are tiled dec;. 

' {2 ina bullof one of rhe Pope Gregories, as it decima in 
one notion had ſignified any inde of reyenuedeyoutly of- 


 fered to boly es. 
| For anſwer hereof, I miſt confeffe I cannot fully re- | | 


ſolve ray ſelfe of this cuſtome by all the enquiry I have | 
made; yet I ſhall be able I hope to enforme my reader ſo | 
much, as ſhall proove the Hiſtorian much miſtakenin this} 
ailegation. | 
t EFirſtif they who have skill inthe SaxondialeR may be 
 beleeved, we may as well by [fozne th2aue] underſtand tle 
| fourth threave of every plough- land, as fimply foure; and 
| then here was a greater quantity then a tenth, But take 
| itasitis alledged, yet 11S NOT {o bale and contemptible 
2 portion as he wouli n:ake it ſeeme to bee; for every 
| threa.e beeing foure and twenty ſheaves, and an hide or | j/ Caracys. | 
 plough-land being uſually not above thirty {xe acres,” 
and im many places leſlie; and part of- this eng | {HT 19H 1 
 medow, part paſture, and part yearely fallow; touretcore | 7; T%- ky 7 
| and fixtvence 17 eaves, and char. of the principall corne, as | #3 oo: b- Ad 
| wheat and baricy, was not ſoconemptible a portion as | !:24. 
{ che Tithcs-Piftorian would ſeeme to make it. But thc | 
| truth 5,1 cannor learne or heareof any cf the Laity that | 
W | hoid or cnjcy zny temporall land that pa'es, or ever paid | 
| | ary ſuch pertionto S. Iohnof Beverley,cicher by the vitc | 
of Ath<lftan, or ary cther King; nor that ever Kirg Af © | | 
6 M--.: ct clfian 
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/ | called the payment of threaves; but of another nature and | 


ET | of King Atkelitan .. The ſtory by tradition is this; The 
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| 
; | tained for this purpoſe; inthe ende the evill of beaſts be- | 
| 


| {payment ofcertaine quatters of corie, after into a pecu- 


—_—_— 


 Tacoss Vovuve, 
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Or 


[ 


thelftanhad any ſuch portion in the -aft-riding , payable 
unto his Avenary by cuſtome of the Country from the | 


oY ; x 
Laitie, True it is that there is a cuſtome in the Eaſt-riding | 


oY founAarion, and uhat begun in the Gaies of Saint Tohn of 
F-- - Beverley, under che raigne, & by the permifhion and favour 


{ Eaft-riding, eipecial'y the parts about Beverley and Hol- 
 derne3, in regard of the woods and waters, were much 
annoyed wich the hurcfull beaſts called Beavers, Wolves, 
Otters &c. which deſtroyed dayly their young cattell : 
the deltruftion whereof the Biſhop having firtt endea- 
voured at his owne cot and charges, and in the end fins 
ing the charge to bee too great to be borne by himlelfe, : 
called to his aide & aſſiſtance all the Cleargie of the Eaſt- 
| riding: who gave certaine threaves of corne / every one 
according tothe valuation of his living )lome more, ſome | 
|] lefle; che which was firſt paid in kinJe as it grew upon the 
ground, and brought home either ro Beverley,or to places 
| | appointed, where men and dooges and horſes were main- 


— 
th. 


ing by this meanes remooved, and yer: this evill cuſtome | 
tor the Cleargy remayning, 1t was changed frtt into the 


_ ” 


A 


niary payment, which in valuation 1is a double tenth, ewice | 

Bm fo much as wee pay annually tothe King for tenths, and ſo 
may not unhrtly be called decime, 

{ Howloever, graunt it were more or lefle , yet beeino | 

| paide onely by the Cleargy, and that out of rhe tenths of 

tne Church, Pope Gregory might call it fitly a tenth, and 

| lyetno whit diminiſh the propr.ety of decimation, but fil 

| UNCCT Ta2t tearme is intimated 47eaih in ſome one quora 

or oft cr. | 

{ Pywhich particulars jt apperres, that the Tithes-Hi- | 

| ſtorian hath not beene lo caref\!ly induBirious to informe | 
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The true Hiſtorie of Tuhes. 0 
himſelfe of thetruth cf things, ornot ſo faithfull corelate | 
them ashe doth confidently. confeſſe and proteſt, but hath | 
taken what may ſerve for his owne rurne and purpoſe, to | 


——— 


—_— . 


other then that which is contained in holy writ,and which | 
isno whit ſubjeR to the Lawes Imperiall, or Canons ci- 
ther Synodall or Pontiticiall ; bur contaires a law given : 
| by Gol, evenlike himſclfe, which may not be changed, 
but mult remaine one and the ſame throughour all gene 
rations, 

|  Theuſe of all which, as it ſeryeth toenforce the truth | 
of my generall concluſion, ſo ro manifeſt, and manifeſting 
to reprchend the ſacrilegious impietie of theſe times , | 
wherein men are fo farre from holding jt a duty of religi- } 
| 


| 


—_— 


| 
| 


on, a point of devotion,, an argument of thankefulnes to. 


in buildicg and repairing Gods houſe, and truely paying 
the tenth of what Go beſtowes upon them, that they | 
thinke they can doe God & their Countrie no better ſer- | 
vice then in pulling downe his Churches and Chappels,rto | 
rob him of his tithes, and abuſe & wrongfully diſgrace 
(his Miniſters. We have a common Proverbe, tharPa- | 
TER Nos TE R brilt Churches, and Ovn Fa-| 
T x t R prlathermmaowne: This I confefle is contrary to 
our Profeſſion; but if we will looke to the practiſe of rhele | 
times, we ſhall nnde it truely verified ; for if we conſider 
the praQtiſe of former 2ges, (I meane not thole of rhe lat- | 
tertimes of Popety , whoſe devotion was ſuperſtition) ! 
but thoſe firſt times of the Church of Rome, and thoſe 
times of other Churches; if, I {ay, we ſhall compare their | 
devotion in ercing and buildirg Churches and Cnop- | 
pels, th-ir zeale.in decking and adorning of them, their | 
| bounty and liberality forthe maintaining of ther for time | 
[ro come, and compare it with our practiſe intne!: our | 
- ; __ | off 


YES 


2 RG 


frame an biftory according to his owns intention, 8 not to | 
[the truth: thetruth , or true hiſtory of riches beceing no | 
| 

| 


God for his manifold bleſſings, to follow Iacobs example | 
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| needle-workes, the pureft linnen, and the maſſieſt gold 
| and ilver for their owne tables, whiles in the meane time, | 
| Gods rable muſt be content with ſome peice of linſey- | 


1 
' 


| 


| | place or pariſh ſhall finde God ſerved in a thatched 
| Church, or wooden Chappell ? nay, with gpriefe let it bee 


Or 
hs — - —— oy 
dayes; we ſhall finde that they were not ſo deyout to 
build them, as we have been, and (till are, to pull them 
downe; they w2re not more zealous to adorne ther, then | 
we are to deface them ; they were not fo forward and li- 
berall to maintaine them,and the worſhin of God inthem, 
25 Weare to pill and poll fromthem. For witneile where- 
of, how many piaces of this Land may a man come to, 
| where he ſhall finde moſt goodly and glorious houſes, 
| wrought both within and wirhout , with moit curious 
' workes of the moſt ingenious Artiſts, environed abour 
with all che delights and plealures of man; and inthe fame 


Iacoss Vovve, 
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| 


! 


| ſpoken, how many ſuch houles be there, thac have been 
| buile with the Rones and morter of theruines of Gods 
| houſe? how many Churches and Chappels may be tound 
 jnthis Land, which are turned into barnes and ables, and 

to more baſe offices ? how many are there againe in this 
| our Land, which are hardly content with the moſt curious 


| woolſey for a carpet, courſe linnen for a table cloath, & if 


| they will be at coſt for a filver chalice, tor other yeſſels 


I. —— 
— — ll — 


| God muſt reit content with brafle and pewrer, & in many 


| places hardly thaz. It is recordei} of the Jevves in the third | 
-of Ezra, that at the bailding of the ſecond Temple, they 


amongſt them that bad {zene the tirft Temple,and compa- 


red the glory of it wita that thzy were now to Þuild, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


burlt fo:th into mourning and lagentations fo if we 
{hould paſſe through the parts of this our Countrie , and 
compare the Qhurches that are now built, with thoſe that 
were builtin former ages,or thoſe that were built former- 


ly, with taat we may reade or fee then to have been; it | 
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would make the tonielt heart to ocieye,and the driet eye | 


LO 


—_— 
I” Ct OO T_T OS OE Oe OY” IEG —_— : —_—C——_—_ "I _ 


- 


\ 


pl 


| 


i The true Fiſtorie of Tubes. 


ro ſhed ſome teares, to behold ſogreat a deſolation in 
Gods Sanctuary. 

And as ſuch and ſo creat is the evill will that men have 
to Gods Sion, in reſpec of the place of his worſhip; ſono | 
lefſe, nay more inthe matter of maintenance and reſpe | 


| 


| to his Min ſters, which are fpeciall meanes to encourage 
| and toenable them for the performance of the parts of his 


_ 


| 


publicke worſhip in thoſe places. 
Nat to ſpeake of any Symoniacall contrads, improe 


priacions, appropriations, cultomes , compoſitions, pre- 
| criptions, prohibitions, inhibitions, as things that never 
trouble mens cconſciences, and by which they have, and 
doe daily rob God and his Church of the beſt part of 


{ Phillips wife, or fome ocher (uch like crying fGyne: this | 


| his ſpirituall inheritance: but to ſpeake onely of that ſmal! 
' port.on of maintenance which the iniquitie of times hath 
left yet remaining to the Church; and it is ſtrange bur to 
im'gine, what thifts, trickes, and deviſes men have, and 
ail to toofen God of his right; what ſhifting, what chop= 


| 


ping and changing from tield to field, Pariſh to Pariſh, 


| 
kinde to kinde; thinking every little too much that the 
Miniſter enjoyes, and all well gorten that they can deccite 


fully get from him: or if their envying thar lictle we have, 


Rr OD 


E-5 s 
 fei'ves well contented; but to have it violently wreſted cut | 


| of our hands ( or ratner Gods } by perjurie, crueltie, and 
oppreſſion, is an hezght of inupictie. more then keathe- 


| 
niih, 


For witnes of the truth hereof, 


| be becauic he cannot have his rithe at his owne rate and 
| pleature, Or it may D2 for juſt reprenenſion of him for | 
| with-nol ding Naborths Vineyard,or keeping his brother 


H : 2 diicn: | 
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or the private cooſening of us of what is our due were | 
all, y-aif we might have bur faire proceeding at the Law | 
for what 15 violently detained from vs, we could hold our | 


| 
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how ofcen falls jtout 


that a Pariſhioner diſcontented with his Miniſter, it may. 
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' | diſcontented perfon by way of revenge inſtantly detaines 
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- } according to their verdit, inſtead of examining the cauſe, 
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ſome part or the whole of his tithe,puts the poore Miniſter 
'toalong & tedious ſuit,forceing him thereby ro cone 29 
a copoſition for his owne,& 1o,as to {and to his worſhips 
courtche; but if it fall out that he cannot ger his defire, he 
calls in his Tenants, friends, and neighbours, pleadiug a 
preſcription and cuſtomary paiment ot {ome kinde of tithe, | 
| and that not tor himſclfe, Dur tne whole Par, {h,adviſcing. 
| them to joyne and holde with him;whoycither out of feare. 

ot his perſon, or hate to their Miniſter, or rather coverous 
| defire of what they ought not to have, cry, Ficiamru im- | 
pietatts parietem wm, habeamws etiam amnes annum mar(#- | 
Pium: and having thus impiouſly {mirren hands to hold 
rogether, lcait the Miniſter ſhould get the day ( which of | 
all other is held the greateſt diſgrace, be his cauſenever | 
ſo good); their next care is to ſuborne witneſſes, which 
utually goe accompanied with theſe two good properties, 
old men, who haye forgotten to ſpeake truch, orelſe think. 
they may ſpeake what they liſt, becauſe they thinke none 
can controll them; {wearing oftentimes for many yeares 
| before they were borne: or ſecondly, poore and needy per- 
| ſons, ſuchas are ready to {ell themſclyes for amorſell of 
| bread; ſo that if they ſhould be prooyed perjured, the 
poore Miniſter ſhould have no redrefle againſt them, bur 
rogetan obdurate ears and aperjured rongue, unſavory 
and unproficable miortel!s for diftreſied ſoules,and a poore 
recompence for {o great a loſie, From theſe honeſt witneſ- 
| ſes it goes toa jury of laymen, and thoſe uſually picked 
| out of purpole, men ot more law then conſcience ; who, 
| Knowing that the Tudge mult of neceſſitic give ſentence | 


I cit has 
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| crie, iam neſtra res agurrrÞ, 1t is this mans cauſe today, it 

| may be ours to morroiv;let us take heed how theſe blacks 

| coates get the day of us; and lonever making moreenquis» | 
ry eicher into the nature ot the evidence given by tne 
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Iudges, or the qualicie of tie witneſſes brought in to | 
proove their evid.nce,crie with one content, Billa vera, all | 
is true that 1s all:dged againſt the Miniſter; and, which is 
| not the [caſt of evills, when hee is thus doubly forſworne | 
out of his right, yet he muſt undergoe the cenſure-ofa | | 
troubleſon.c factious fellow, which would not reſt con- | 
tented with what his predeceſiors enjoyed before him, | 
Never any age wherein men were more forward to call E 
| upon their Miniſters for the pertormance of their duties, 
never any wherein they were more ſubjefto :enſure them 
upon the leaſt omiſſion, never lefle regard hal either of | 
their places or perſons,men never enyying the happines & 
 proſperitie of any other profeſſion, ſo they ca! keepe the * 
Miniſters of God poore enough, For evident proofe 
whereof,take into your conſiderations another particular. 
A Miniſter holding two benefices ( carefully providing 
to have them both ſerved, & paying for theſe ordinarily or 
extraordinarily toward the neceſlary affaires of the King 
| and Kingdome, and giving more tothe releefe of the poore 
then it may be his whole Pariſh, or the b:{t Tuſtice in the 
Country about him) this is held a great impietie, a roar- 
ing ſinne of theſe dayes: and yer inthe meane time, for a | 
layman to hold {oure,five,ſixe, or eight ſpirituall livings, | 
the lealt of them (ir may be ) worth both the others; and 
Gut cf all theſe hardly 2!lowing ſomuch as would ſufhci- 
ently maintaine an able Miniſter, nor yet paying any thing | 
toward the neceſia1y affaires of the King or Kingdome, 
| is by no man maligned or envieds | 
| True tt is, that rocloake all this impietie it is pretended | 
that conditionally every MiniQer woula be content with | 
on? living, and every Church and Chappell might de pro-. 
vided of an able preaciing Miniſter, they could wiſh that | 
| there might bea comperency allotted our of all livings, 
1mpropriations, and other, for the better and ſufficient 
main:enance of Minitters therein, A faire cloake I mult | 
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| confeſſe, it the cloth Were anſwerablc x £9 he colour » but 
| | q4d, 9m Vigentur F non(untallisnort cold that gl: orerh, 
| Give you mec leave therefore alittle 20 Cx2Mmine This Coin - 
petency, and toaiierthe queſtion; 
1. Of what niture it ſhould bee: whether they will 
provide for all Miniiters portions alike, equal: or une: 


and his —_—} who, as he beſtowes upon ſome greater 
gt its, will have them fer ed and rewargced with a double 


17. | Portionz ac ording tothatof the Apoltle, Heerhat ralcib 


| well i5 worthy of doable | honour C 1t they ſay rneir PCIfle 
þ on ſhall bee unequa!l and anſwerable to mens deſerts , 


then in the ſecond place give mee leaye to aske, By | 


| whome ſhall cheſe portions. bee proportioned > by 
| whome ſhall mens gifts bee judged? by whome ſhall 
theſe portions bee conferred and beſtowed? doe weenot 
thinke that a Brother, a Sonne, a Kinſman, a Friend, a vel. 
'vet Gowne, a Coach 2nd all other neceflary furniture, nay 
| chree or foure hundred pecces will beare as great {troke, 
| and worke as feel.ngly inthe beſtowing a penſion of an 
hundred pounds per anzun certain? without further 


charge, 21S Naw in beftowing a living of that value & rate 


| 


| | uncertain, It Qhriſt nad foretold, Thatin the latter daics 


' charicie ſhoul.! avound, and iniquitig orow cold, there 
\mighr have beene ſome hoe tha with *he change of the 
forme the evill might have beene a; op ed, burCh ri! hae 
(Ying told tne contrary, 't15 RET alt 5 &P© LO E£xpoct its 

But tO got on a !: ats turener; way Thnould any man goe | 
' aD9ut tO pretcribe Goa his al 101 warceoxhon God himſell e] 
hart allotted and proportioned it? 15 not chis for men mY 


[16a in mſelves wiſer then Goc? O-is it lkely that thev | 


| Quail, If toall equiall then would they Joc wrong to God | 


'whonow make no conſcience of repſcing Gods law in | 


raking trom him and his mar y_ 3 ack >itcd and o oiven, 
| fil mts AV Lonife 1-0ce toct215etherogwn hae to 
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lefen ,or whol! y tare from Godang "his Church what they | 
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| prooved due;ſo farre ſhall they finde us from coyerouſaes, 
| that wee {hall be willing 


| cepted: )and yet wee dare maintaine that the Church hatch 
az good right unto them, as any temporall Lord hath to | 
his temporall poſſeſſions,though he can claime them from 


The true Hiſtorie of Tuthes. 
themſelves ſhall allow? I 
| God hath given andallotted us the tenth: the tenth we 
challenge as Gods and our owne proper due, which no | 
| man can detaine without ſacriledge:let rhem give us that, | 
as God hath given it, and I dare ſay the Church will rot b 
| onely carefully, provide for every Pariſh an able and ſuffi- | 
cient preaching Minilter, but wee ſhall all reſt our (elves. 


ſarisfied with on2 cure of {oules: yea let us have our tenths | 
duacly and truly paid as God commanded, and as we have 


oto religne up all our tcmporal- 
ties ( the royalties and dignities of the Church onely ex- 


| 


. 
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the donation of Brutus ( if any ſuch were ) firſt King of } 
great Britaine, = = 
Burt for men to talke of a competencie to have every 
Pariih provided of a ſufficient preaching Miniſter, and 
every Munſter content with one cure of foules, and yet 
they tokeepe any part or portion of the tenth in their 
owne uſe and poſſeſhon,is an evident ſigne that howſoever 
this pleaof competency beare the ſhew of religion( and I | 
am perſwaded many wiſh and detire it out of a good | 
heart ) yet itisa plaine ſleight of the Devill for the utter | 
overthrov of all pietie and religion by bringing into the | 


[ 


| Church an equality, by equality to bring in poverty; | 


from whence as followes neceſlarily a contempt of the | 
perſons and calling of Gods Miniſters, ſono lefſe a con- 
rempt of their doArine,according to that of Saint Bernard, 
Cxims per (ona deſpicitur, e'us dollrima contemnitur. | 
| Andthat I may ſpeake no more then the truth, I defire 
| m2n to conſider of the preſent reſpe& given, and uncivill 
dealing by men of all forts to and with the Clergy of Eng- 
land; as their ſupercilious lookes, their ſcornefull and op- | 
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probrious tearmes and titles, their pilling and polling, 
their poſting ofus from wall to kennill, trom the hall to 
the patlour, from (c{ſion to afſile, with twenty other ſuch 
diſgracetu'l abuſes; the baſe eftimationof our callings and 
labours, thinking no men ſo eaſily come to their learning 
& living as the Miniſter,no mans paines lefſe then the Mi- | 
nifters; equalling,nay preferring oftentimes their Clarke, 
Horskeeper,or Huntſmi before their Chaplaine & Paſtor; | 
thinking twenty pounds per 4,nvm with a leale inreverlt- | 
on for the benefir of wife and children to be bur a reaſon- 
able allowance for the one;whilett bare ewemy pounds per 
annum without either livery or leaſe in reverfionis held a 
Lordly allowance for the Miniſter, An evident demoaſtra- 
cion of the large competency we ſhould have, if we ſhould. 
leave Gods claime and our right of inheritance intenth, to 
come to mans allowance: F 
I denienot,bur ſome men will uſe fome Prophets kinds | 
l[y;this man, becauſe he is a good fellexw and good compa 
nie; another, becauſe he is weil borne and well friended, 
ſuch.an oneas is better able by his purſe and friends to 
beſtead his neighbours , then they him. Others, more | 
daintie eared then tender confcioned, are all for tongue 
and cloquence; others, diſcontented with that little glo- 
rie 22d maintenance the Church hath yet lefr, if they can 
meete with a diſcontented Separetiſt, doe honour him like | 
a S. Paul, or S, Auguſtine: and indeed, as theſe times 
goe, the more factious, the more in ſome mens bookes, | 
But to finds a man that loves, reipeCts, and entertain-s 
a Prophet #2: 19e name of a Prophet; this is a taske for 
which a man had neede, with Diogen?s, touſc a lanthorn 
at noone day, So that as one nath wittily defined a Papilt, 
ro be ſuch anone as loves his Neighbour , ard catcs his 
God ; another a Purirane, to be ltich an ene as loves God, 
but hates his Neighbour: ſo may 1 no lefle truely define 
2 common Profeſlour of theſe times, to be ſuch an one as 
loves. 


em 


— 


| 


J-FEOOY 


*- 08 The true Hiſtorte of Tithes. "=, WS -, | 
| 


loves preaching , but hates the Preacher, Never more 
calling upon them for Sermons at all hands, never leſle re- 
ſpeR had unto their perſons or maintenance; dealing with 
the Miniſters, as Pharaoh with the Ifraclites, doubling 
our taske, but leflening our ſtraw; or giving us by their 

ood wills nothing bur firaw forall our great paine and 
perilous labours. | 

| Neither are theſe all the evils that attend the Clergy of | 
theſe times, but thers bee two particulars more which | | 


much felpe to cncreaſe their mileries, | 
The firſt is the conſideration of the reaſons alledged | 
| 


_—. 


| why they arc not fo religiouſly devoted and affected to« 
wards Gods hoirſe and Miniſters as tormerly ; namely, for 
fearelealt we ſhould grow rich and proud, and trample | I 
upon the Laitic, asin times of Poperie; or lealt if they | | 
ſhould be curious in decking Gods houſe, pious in main- 
caining and reyerencing his Miniſters, they ſhould make | 
way to bring in Poperie and ſuperſtition. $ 
For anſwer, I deny not but the Clergie in times of Pg - 
uu were too covetous, too proud, too ſuperſtitious; bur 
ecauſe they then fleeced the Laitie, muſt the Laitie new | 
| needes fleece the Clergie? becauſe the Pope in his pride 
trampled onthe necke of Kings, niuſt every ordinary per- 
ſon, who hath bur a little more wealth or honour then his 
| neighbours, trample on the heads of our greateſt Clergy? 
| becauſe they were too curious and ſuperſtitious, muſt we 
| needs be careleſſe and irreligious ? Tt ſtands not with our 
profeſſion , much leſſe with our religion. And as for 
 bringiag in of Poperie by this meanes, it is ſolittle tobe 
feared, that Idare ſay rhe negle& of theſe' forenamed F 
particulars, is and hath beenthe cauſe to hold up the head | 
| of Poperie ſo much in theſe Kingdomes: it being aprinci- f 
| ple, not onely in Religion, but Nature, that where there 
isanegle@& of Gods houſe, a contempt of his Miniſters, | : Ta 
either in withholding that honour and maintenance, or | 
FE - Bs I = withe | 
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| withdrawing that reſpeR and conntenance which is due 
unto them, the profeſſion of religion in ſuch perſons can 
| never be ſoundor fincere, - — Bs 
The ſecond evil! aggravating the miſery of the Church 
and Churchmen, is the conſideration of the perſons who 
haye b:en & are ſo injurious unto them, who are not one- 
ly Lay-men, Filtirn AL TENT, Ammon and eAma- 
leck, the Philiſtins , and thoſe of Tyre, who take the houſes of 
God into poſſeſſion,vihole ſole and greateſt part of patri- | 
| monie conſiſts of the revenues of the Church : (for it is no. 
 wond:r that thoſe maligne us, ſeeing that as a thiete or 
murderer hates none ſo much as the perſons and triends of | 
them whom they haye robbed or murdercd; ſo it is im- 
pollible that theſe men ſhould looke upon the thinne | 
cheekes,bare cloathing, & baſe reſpe of Gods Mirifters, | 
and compare them with their owne w<ll turniſhr tables, 
rich an] gorgeous attire, great cftimarion and account, 
and all this ariting out of the Miniſters maintenance , bur 
that, their owne conſciences acculing them with theft ard 
murther, the perſons of Church-men of all other thould | 
be moſt harefullunto them:) theſe, I ſay, aro not onely of 
our ba:ke-friends, bur Perditio tua ex 120 Iſrael, there arc 
de nebzs, ſuch who have made anentrance into ſacred or- | 
ders, and ſo are, or at leaſt ought ro be of #5, ro maintaine 
| the-honour, credir, rites and priviledges of God in his 
Church againſt the enemies anJ adyer{aries thereof ; yer | 
feare not both by pen and preaching publickely and pri | 
vately toſeeke the ruine, deſtruction, and overthrow of | 
the ſame. I know generally and for the woſt part theſe 
are onely your fratres ſportxl22tes, your Fryer mendicants, | 
| Ripendary Preachers, tog=rh:r with your ramblicg crue| 
of wandring Levites; who though they ſeeme to hare no- | 
| thing more then a Biſhop, and double benefice, yr would 
they willingly 45x976-08717%0F6y, be buiie Supcri -tendents | 
over all the Pariſhes in a Countrey, Whole me intenance. 
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The true Hiſtone of Tuthes, | 5g | 
| ariſcth as they can raiſe faQtion; and whole tation en- 
' crcaſerh by ſetting the Paſtor and the Pariſh together by 
| rhe Cares; and no better way & rreanes for theſe purpoſes, 
| thento equall or preferre the.r private meetings & places Wo 
thercof, with or before the publicke mectings of Gods | 
Church; denying the pzymert of tithes to be due jure de 
zino, leaving their mainienance to every mans particular 
bountie, and goring the ſides of their fellow Miniſters by | 
falſe and ſcandalous accuſations and zſperhions z by which 
meanes they have ſo ſcrued therſelves into the aff-Rions | 'S 
of the Laitie (who had rather give twelve-pence of | 
| bountie toa ſtranger, then two peuce of dutic to their 
 owne Paſtor ) that no men live ſo richly, none more con- | | 

| rentedly;whileſt inthe meane time, the Parſcns & Vicars WY 
live no where in morediſgrace , in no places fo unquietly | | 
and diſcontentedly, as where ſuch kinde of teachers live, | NY 
and are frequent, Burt if theſe men did rightly underſtand | NN 
what belonged to a cure of ſoules , nay if they preferred | 


; not their owne glory before Gods, and the filling of their | 
| 


ow. — — 


; owne purſes before the fecding of mens ſoules, making 
their gaine their godlineſe; it is impoſſible that they 
ſhould write, preach, and doe {o oppotite, not only to the 

' text of Gods word, but the teſtit.onie of their owne | 
conſciences, which cannot but convince them eithec of | 
wvilfnil ignorance, or ooſtinate error, in running fuch irre- | NAM 
 eular and irreligious courſes, Neither aretheſe onely our | | 
| backe frients ( who I mzy truc'y ſay are azovgit ws, bur 
not off #5) bur there are { the greater our miſery ) ex no. | 
' #-is, fach who know the Law, that they who doe ſuch | | 
 thinvs are worthy of dearh: more, who ate placed in high |. | 
place in the Church , for the protecting of it, and the. 
rites thereof, and to puniſh thoſe thar doe contrarie; 6 
| yet thele men, cirher doe the ſame things, or at [caſt * 
| are Fatrons , and tavourors of them that doc them. | 
So that rhe Church, or God for his Church may juitly | 
Ea take? -; -: 
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eates at my table, yea whole table I have filled with a full 
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take up that complaint of the Prophet, Ir isnot mine cne- 
mie that doth me this wrong, but my familiar friend that 


han4J; he hath lift up his heele,tongue, hand, and all againti 
mee, 
But when I fpeake in theſe generall tearmes I would | 
nor be thougit to be like Eliah, that 1 on:ly wereleit a 
friend to Go!s houſe and bis inheritance; nay there are 
(the Lord be blefſed for it } many thouſands inthe Church 
of Enzland who havenat bowed their knees to Baal, who 
haye not yer put to their hands for tie pulling downe of 
Gods Sanctuary,the robbing God of his tirhes, or abuſing | 
nis MiniGers. And nere I miynotforgert that mirrour of 
pictic in this kinde , Lmcane K.lames our late Soveraigne, 
ever of blcffed memo: y; wio for his zealeto Gods houte, 
his care for the adyancement and increaſe of true religion, | 
and for his loye to Gods Miniiters,may weil becalled an- 
other Solomon: wirnes his care in his firlt ſerrling,to ſettle 
religion as the foundation of his other buildings, and ro 
cltabli{h ro this cnd all things in order and peace inthe 
Church, with his conſtant courle for the maintenance and | 
increaſe of the ſame: witneſle his forwardnes, not onely to | 
provoke others by command, but by example,by his owne| 
purſe and bounty*to repaire Churches in divers parts of 
this Kingdome, to reſtore and endow, yea to raiſe Biſhops 
prickes and other maintenances for the Clergie, both in| 
| Scotland and other parts of his dominions: witnefle his 
love in reſtoring Biſhops and.others to their auncient pri-| 
vitedges and dignities, to be not onely a ſacris, but ſecrets- 
oribus confilits, of his ſacred, but moſt ſecret and private 
counſclls: ywitnefle his readinefſe and forwardneſle of all 
hands to doe the Church any good; evento the reſtoring 
of herright in tithes, In all which particulars had the 
hearts of his SubjeRs beene upright with God and him, 
28 were Solomons in the dedication of the Temple;I doubt | 
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nor, bur as in other things, fo inthis I may truely call him | 
another Solomon, Neither are our hopes any whit Iefſen- 

ed in his Kinely Sonne Royall King Charles our moſt gra + 
cious Soveraigne, who is the lively image of his Royall | 
Father for interiour vertues and endowments of ſoule and 


| minde, eſpecially thoſe which have beenthe greateſt glo- | 


ry of Chriſtian Kings, and wherein his Royall Father pla- 
ced his higheſt pitch of content and happinetle, tobe the | 


Defender of the Chriſtian faith, a Nurſe of Gods Church , 
a Patrone and ProteQor of his worſhip, with all the pla- | 


ing. Totheic two tall Cedars of the worlds Libanus may 


| ſan, as many a Ichoiada, Obediah, Cemurion, Reverend 
Biſhops, Right Honourable Counſellors, with other 
| Nobles of high ranke and degree, truely borne Gentry, | 
{ whoneither leaning to ſuperſtitionon the right hand, nor 
| to faction on the left hand, but walking uprightly with 
| Caeir God intruth and finceritie of true religion, labour to 
' toitifie the ſame by their bounty to Gods houſe, and re- 
| ſp:& to his Minitiys; and I would theſe were not tearmed 
' your ſtate-Proteſtams, your remporizing protetlors, nay 
; friends endaberters of Popery and ſuperitition: yea Ce. 
{1cea hath a Cornelius, loppa a Simon, Epneſus a Priſcilla, 
&c, many Galatians are their in many parrs of this king- 
dome, who forthe good of Gods houle and his Mint- | 
 flers would willinely plucke out tneir own? cyes ; 
and howſoever the world accounts of them , yet I 
doubt rot bus at the gererall day of accounts theſe 
ſhall paſle freely with a Scio and Placer for mea truely 
| wiſe and religious, when their {corners thall be {tayed 
witn a Neſc;o and a Von placet, as being unworthy of any 
| degree or viace in tne K:ngdome of heaven, Thus I {2y 
'there are ſome of all ranks, orders, and degrees, wo 


we adde many ſtrong and goodly Okes of our Englith Bae | 


] 


like Tofeph and Iacob bring Gods blefling, and with Mo- | 
5 = {es | 
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ſes inthe gap withhold Gods hand from his fierce judge- 
| ment: who ( maugre 3ll the ſpight and malice of Satan 
| and his abettors, the enemies of God and his inheritance } 
ES | are and will be liberall rowards the maintenance of his 
38 | houſe, reſpeRfull of his Miniſters, willing:y and liberally 
F : honouring them both with maintenance and countenance. 

| Butalas theſe are bur as a gathering after vintage, and a 
 gleanins after harveſt, if you come to Cor poprir, the ge- 
 ncrall cry of the generall number, who cither canor will 

| | cry noother feng then that of the Caldeans at the ſacking 
_ 1 3 RS , of Ieruſalem, Downe with Churches, away with tithes, ler | R 
gf. / _ | us crample both them and their Priclts downe*to the 

ground, Fl 50S. 

=> All which duely conſidered, as it gives all true hearted 
\ | Chriſtians juſt cauſe to lainent and bewaile the wretched 
bt and miſerable eſtate and condicion of men in theſe times; 
ſo gives itusnolefſe cauſe to feare, that Gol hath ſome 
extraordinary plague or other inftore for us, which with- 
out repentance will ſpeedily and ſuddenly fall upon us; yea.| 
Gods judgments, as a juſt puniſhment ot this finne, are al- | 
ready fal'n upon us. And that it may appeare toothers, 
thar this feare isnot cauſcleſſe,this affertion truthleſle, let 
bs us take into our conſideration theſe three texts of Scrip- 
| | ture: the firſt is that of Deut, 28. 15. 16. 17, &c. 
From whence I make this ihference, that if he which 
keepes not all Gods Commandements ſhall be obnoxious | 
{| and lyable to all theſe curſes ( many of them fitly ſqua- 
ring with the evills of theſe times;) why ſhould not the 
committing of that ſ{inne which at once breakes ſeayen 
24 of the ten Commandements? For what man can truely 
ſay he loves, feares, or truſts in God, waen hee regards 
FEY | not his houſe, nor his Miniſters; butrobbs both him and 
7 chem of that maintenance which he hath reſerved ro him- | 
ſelfe for thar purpoſe? or how can God bee worſhipp:d 
with holy worſhip,how canhis Sabbarhs be duely & ho- | 
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lily kept,how can we be ſayd ro honour our parents, when | Fe 
| our fpiritaall Fathers are not onely contemned , bur rob. | | 
oy” 


- , 


0 
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* [bedof rhotertbings which God hath alloted for their bet- | 
6: 'rer maintenaace? and laſtly, if to coyet not onely Gods, | | 
$ 'burtthe Miniſters houſe, wite, maintenance &c. to robbe | 
 _|{Godot his tithes, and rhat ro .the grinding of his Em- N | 


| 
bafſaJours faces;be not a breach of the 6, $, and 10 com- | 
' mand<ment, impoth1ble it is that they ſhould bee broken. 
| I ſay, all rheſe conftidered, why may not this finne which 


—__ 


4 thus at oace violates 7 of the 10, bee the very cauſe, or 

1 at leaſt one of the principall cauſes of all the eyills that are YM 
{| lately fallen uponus? ol | 
E Bur becauſe generall threats take ſmall place in remoo- | SOS 
2 | ving particular and accuſtomed finnes, in the next place | 


| view and contider Ha G. 1,andMalLache}. the one | 
concerns Gods houſe, the other his tirhes, both his Mini- |} | 
{ters reſpe&t and maincenance; where if wee compare the 
Gnnes and puniſhments there mentioned for thoſe finnes, 
with theſe times, wee ſhall finde them in many points fit- 
ly to anſwer one another, 

| For firſt for the {innes, was there ever any age wherein 
| men might more truely be ſayd ro dwell in ſeiled houſes, 1 
and Gods houſe ly waſt; whenas the houſes of every or. 
dinary Eſquire, for glory without and rich and coſtly fur- 

| niture within, is an{werable to the ancient manſions of 

 Nobles,yca pallaces of Kings, whileſt Gods houſe was ne- | 
| ver leſſe glorious without, never more poore and bare | 
within? Or was there ever any age wherein men might. 
more juſtly be accuſed for robbing God of his tithes and | 
offerings, thenthis of ours; who robbe him nt one'y off | 


| 


 ſaperfluities, but of his very tiches of inheritance; allow= | _ by 
{ ing in many places hardly a tenth,nay not a twentieth parc E- 
even of that which he hath wholly reſerved for hin: and 
his? | 
And for the puniſhments, they are no leſſe anſwrable: | | 
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lerme give you abill of ſome particulars: and hercin,nor 


niquity the Hiſtory of tithes was firſt revealed to the 
world, fince which time the ſine of facriledge hata ture 

2d Cathol:;k-chriſtian, a warrantable finne, if net a com- 
menJable vertue;bur yet not 7mpurecfor was there ever any 
29e wherein hath been noted mor? frequent exportations 


creaſe: of the earth, bac with leſle accrument an1 advan- 
tage citherro the exporters,or to the kiagdome? and hath 
| no: experience taught us of lare times, that our barnes 
ſome yeares, have ſcarce ever beene fuller of traw,and yec 


| at the yery ſelfe ſame time our garners ſeldome emprier 


of corne? have not our fields ſome times laughed and 


ſung as it were with a promiling harveſt, and yet our 


| theafes when they cameto undergoe the threſhers flayle, 


| have wept as it were and ſhrunke away, not fearing ſo 


\ much the blow of Tribulation, as con{cious tothemſelves 
of their owne inability to ſatisfie the husbandmans labour 
& expeRation? And why may not this(co paſſe all others) 
 bea very pithy and ſatisfying reaſon,v;,God ſeeing men 
hug and fat themſelves in their owne conceits with hopes 
and expeRations of great increaſe, but like the hog under 
the tree never looking up to the Author of their welfare, 

grudging God acut of his owne loafe, and baſely deny= 
ing, as their manner is, the repaimcrt of a tenth for the free 
donation of an hundred fold; why I ſay might not this be 
2 juſt inducement to Almighty God to blow upon their 


] harveſt, an4 ſo ſometimes fruſtrate their greateſt expeRa- 


tions? And againe, wa" there ever any age, wherein the 


{ moſt pregnant men have more beate their braines by nzw 


projects and deviſes , to fill both the publicke treaſury and 
their owne private purſes, but with lefſe ſucceſle and ho- 
nour to their enterprizes? ſo that it may truly b2 ſaid as it 


——— 
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ro aſcend high-r, then fiace the time that that mylicrieof 


of Engliſh commodities, eſpecially of the fruites and cn- 


isin HA GG. 1.6. They have ſowen much and brought in | 
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[utle; eaten, but not had enrmgh; drunken , yet not beene (@<; 
tisfiedg they have fit as it were upon addle egges,takeny p 
cheir Inneat the Labour in vaine, their wages and earnings 
have beentrufſed up in a broken bag. | | 
To adde totheſe, hath not the Turke, and Dunkirk ,and 
other enemites (as our haven-Townes too well know by 
| experience) much defiroyed and endamaged us abroad?and 
at home havenotour informers, projectors , monopolifts, | 
that helliſh brood of Rtatcehorſleatches, ſucked our almoſt 
the very hearts of the ſubjeRs purſes, if not of the Kings | 
treaſury ? hath not the Lord thundred diverſe waycs from 
heaven, ſhot out his arrowes of wrath and indignat:on,the | 
arrow I meane that flyeth by night, and devoureth thous- | 
ſands at noone day, andno doubt for our reformation and | 
amendment as well of this crying finre of ſacriledge, as of | 
any other grofle enorwities whatſoever ? Is not our king- 
dome atthis preſent involyed and perplexed with many 
erilous and hazardous engagements, the ſucceſfſe where- 
of inlikelyhood depends upon the reformation as well of 
this asof any our othcr intolerable impietics? And laſtly, 
how ever dulce belium mnexpertis, warre was the votes and 
defires of many men during the times of quietnes ard 
p*ace; yet upon this little experience we have had of late, 
we quickly perceive how great a devourer warre is both | 
of the publicke and private ſtock; and conſequently a pu- 
niſhmenc upon a kingdome, though never ſojuſtly and ne-! 
ceſſarily undertaken. To theſe might bee added many 
more; but I had rather deale my. inſtances inthis kinde by 
weight then number. 
Neither wilhit ſerve for excuſe to ſay that the defacing 
| of Gods houſe and the al:enationof his tithes to the dil- 
honour of God, and the prejudice of his Miniſters, was an 
act of our forefathers done many yeares fince,an1 it is rot 
like thet God after fo long a time will puniſh the {:nnes of 


the fathers upon the children : or if it were a ſione, it was: 
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| hear any underſtanding man either Proteſtant or Papilt, 
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done by the exemplary praRiſe of the Church, who luffer- 


ed th=in to be ſo alicnared : chat our Miniſters ate not fo 
many as wereamonglt the Iewes,and thoſe nor fo geod in 


| theſe times as to deſerve ſo great a portion for the:r 


| maintenance 2s the tench of the whole land and King - 
dome. | | 


thers have eaten ſowre grapes; & howlioever God doth nor 
alwaies puniſh the ſins of the fath:rs in and upon the chil- 
dren, yet if the children live and coirtinue in their fachers 
11 jagedcd 157 to poſſeſſe that which tieir fathers wicks 
edly gotr, in the puniſhment of the child the fathers fins 


| are not forgotten, though it be ro a fourth generation, 


Neither in the {ccoad place can the Churches praiſe 
in tim?2s palt be any warrant or excule for the practiſe of 
theſe times: for if they ſpeake of the firſt alienation in the 


4 


{ rim2s of the Schoolmen, thoizgh chey were alienated from 


chetrue uſe of parochiall right, yer nor altogether from 


| 


in thote mes, 


the corrupted tine3 of the Church, the dayes of cove 


| 


| p © py” 4f , , . _ = _ 
were at their height, ro maintaine the tclte Faine practile 


I. 


| For toanſwer each ina word; For the fir{t, I ſay it will 
not excuſe the edging of the childrens teeth that their fa | 


the uſe of che Church; Monaſterizs, whether of Monkes, 
| Friers or Nuns, whether regulars or {eculars, bing ac- 
counted th- greateſt and principal amon. (t-Churchmen | 


Againc, how weake a reaoniny Þb this, to reaſon from. 


toulne3 ani ignorance, when Pepery and ſurertticien 


in theſe dayes, theſe glorious daics of ch: glorious light | 


' of the Goſpel? Wee hate t5 foyllo:y thein in all other do-: 


| Qtrin2 and practiſes, way thouki we goe b:youd chem it 
\ this ? 


| Tfthey ſpeake of the ti;mes of the diſſolution in the 
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Reigne of King Henry the eighth, Ianſwer morethei (| 
what | have ſay:1 in this particular betore; that I never || 
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the raking away of the tithes as arhivg in its owne nz= 
| ture wicked, a practite neither warrantable by the rules. 
| cither of religioa or reaſon. And howſoever the Miniſters: | 
| of theſe times are rot ſo many as were the Levites for pre. | 
pcrtion with the reſt of thepeople, and theſe nor all fo | 
p00d as weretc be vefired, yet Ged who demaunds the |! 
tenth , and from whome we receive the whole, is no | 
-chargeling, but alwaies one andthe lame both to us and. 
therrs or if there be any odds, it 1s on our part,in that what | 
we want in number we have double in tric excellency of = 
| Our miniftery and miniſteriall funRion with the glad tis | 
dings we bfing men: and let them makethe worſt of us 
they can, they carnot make us worte then were the Prieſts 
and Levitcs in thedaycs of Malachi and of cur Saviour | 
| Chriſt, yea I dare fay there are now in theſe Kingdomes 
more and more able men for the worke of th2 winiſtery, | 
 arzd more conlcionable for the performing their dutics,then 
| ever w-re fince the ficit ſettling of rhe Getpel inthele Parts, { 
| And leftly, forthe length of time fince the hilt aliena., = 
tion of chem, whether they underſtindir of the time. 
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chovgh he cazbe content to held tithes by yertue of the | 
' practiſe of the Church inthoſe times, but he accounted of | | | 
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| of Alcxander Hales, cr the dayes of King Henry the. 
eighth, lanſwer,Nem termpm ecenrrit Regiatime willnor 
0 , 0 3 -7 | 

' prelcribethetiile of ancarthly Kino, ar ſhall it and | 
Ld . ; +: ad : 1 __ xy” | L 
| CO! againſt the r:gÞt and ;nheritance of the K ng ct hea-. | 


| ven? Second'y, God huthnot altegether d<terred to pu- &/\0 
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{ Diſh us in all theſe tines, but bath ſent amongſt us nzany, 
| and thole extrecr.1inary puriſhments, tacugh wee have. 
| 
| 
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ſleightly regarded them, cr at lealtnotaccounted tnem as 
| puniſhments for thete linnes principally amongſt others. Eos 
; But fsy God bad not hitherto, yer now he hath ; and it is 


! 


i 


' not uſ{uall with God ro pumith Gane alwaics at the firit,but 
| on? ly in his Ceareit children:as for obſtinare ſinners, "ce lets | 

them go onin their {ins till they come to their full beight, | 
F7, K 2 =. that ' | 
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Minilters (yeaof Lay-men themſelves, the more their 
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or Kingdome, we may truely fay theſe are the times, in 
| that,notwithtanding the glorious light ofthe Goſpel hath 
ſhined ſo many yeares togerher amongſt us, notwithſtands 
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that ſo he may puniſh them with more ſeverity. And if this 
finne of ſacriledge were at the height in any age, Church, 


i 


ing the glorious example of a religious King, the great 
number of able Miniſters,and the daily eadeavourof theſe 


honour ) both by preaching and writing to withdraw men 
from this fiane, by drawing them to give God his due both 
in his houſe and inheritance; yet ren grow worſe and 
worſe, their hearts in th:s finne more and more hardened; 
yea ſo impudent an{d braſen faced are men growne, that 
they dare maintaine it not onely by private practiſc , but 
publicke pen, ſhouldering God and his fcryants out of ! 
their owne, either by plaine force of armes, or trickes of 
playing legerdemaine, All which conſidered gives us juſt 
cauſe to beleeve that this finne is not only one cheife cauſe 
of the preſent evils in & of theſe times, but that God hath | 
ſome other great plague to puniſh us withall,withour our 
ſpeedy and hearty repentance; that God ſhould take from 
us the light of his Goſpcl, & ſend us a famine of his word. 
as he hath of other his bleſſings, thenext ſtep co the utter 
deftruion both of ſoules and bodies:from which evill the 
Lord for his mercies fake long keep & defend us! And that 
wee may the better hope and expect his mercy therein, let 
us every one in his particular ranke, order, quality , and} 
condition, labour for the good of Gods houſe, and give 
unto his Miniſters that countenance and maintenance 
he hath giventhem, and requires on their behalfe at our 
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they may returne thirher agaire in {treames, to the main- 
renance of the ſame with all the paris and perſons be- 
longing thereunto;that you would bee pleaſed in your cir- /-XA 
 cuit to takea yiewe of the ruines and decayes of Gods | DN 
houſe, che place where his honour dwelleth; and amongRt | 
other particulars of your charge, helpe forward mens | 
Backward devotion, by teaching then the dues, and be-| 
wailing rhe ruines of the ſame. | 
And ſcciig tnat the finne of facriledge is growne to | 
rar height, that men feare not by perjury to hazard their 
| owne {oules for the committing of it, that you would be 
pleaſed to ſuppreſſe the great number of prohibiticns 
grauntcd inthart caſe, the cauſe of this evill ro the danming | 
of many a {oulezand that you would conſider inthe caſe of 
prohibitions and ſuits of this kinde, the nature, quality , 
condition, both of witneſſes and jurors, enforming them } 
| not onely of the truth of the evidence, but of the nature |} : ' 
of the ſinne both of ſacriledge and perjury with the judge- 
| ments of God neceſlarily following upon the ſame, 
|  Andceing wee that are Gods Miniſters doe not with- 
draw our ſ{clyes fromthe ſecular yoke and power , but ac- | 
{knowledge our ſclves to be bound inal! obedience to our 
| civill Magiſtrates, both King as fupreame, and his Mini- | 
| ters under him; that you would be pleaſed ro enforme all 
| men of the quality and condition of our perſons and pla. 
ces, to teach them the bounds and limits of their power, | 
thar ſo we may not be made a dayly pray tothe inſulting | 
humour of every man in inferiour place and office. 
- And as I have bene bol4 to make this requett to your 
Lordſhips, ſo give mee leave to ſecond the ſame to all , 
thet every orein his ſeverall ranke and degree endeavour 
the reformation of theſe finnes and abuſes both in chem- 
felves and inothers. Aad to this end, letus nor looke ſo 
oftenon our ſtately built houſes, ſo well beaurified with= | ' 
[ out, and ſo well furniſhed within, and ſeeing Gods houle | . 
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| rench that hee hath, reſerved for himſelfe and his Mimi. | 


I 
lt. 
PP —— 

——_— 


—_—_ ___ 


Or 
—— — gy———_—_— _ ny — —— —_—_—_—_ ——_—_— 
| having neither glory without,nor beauty within (the Gol - 
pell excepted; } bur lying ruinatcd and inthe duty ter us 
call tro minde what a hnue it js for us to dwell inour ſeile1 
houſes, and Gous houſe lye waſt ; and ſo tovur ſeverail 
qualities and abilities caſt lome fery mites iftorhe creafu- | 
rieof the SanAtuary for their repaire aria maintenance. SO 
' often as you looke ur on your rich tapelity] carpets , pure 
and ine lines, rich and vell furniſhes cubgoards of pate | 
| of all ſorts and faſhions, thinke it a ſhame tor you to bee 
thus richly znd abundantly Bored, and GoGs houle and ta= | 
ble inthe meane time ſo bafſely & contemptibly provid-dy | 
. an ſpate {omerhing out of Your ſuperfluiti? ro Gods ho- 
\ rnour for the bcautitying of the ſame. So often as you $e. 
' walke into your w-!l growen fields aboundiog with all 
forts of grain? and other things neceſſary tor your corpo- | 
 rall ſuſtenance, your garners full abounding with all man- | 
nerot ſtore, your ſhcepe ani oxen bringing forch tnou- 
ſands and rea thouſands in your paſtures, your ſonnes 
| growing up like young plants, your daughters like poli- | 
' ſhed corner-ftonzs, your ſelves and ſervants and carttell 
healchfull and firong to labour for the daily increaſe of 
| your Rates; call ro minde from whom'(nzmely God alone ) 
you receive all theſe bleſſings and abunilance; and thinke [4 
| it a ihame todetaine from him and his that ſmall portion of | | 
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| ters for the better feedicg and nouriſhing of your ſoules, 
And that the Merchant and Tradeſman may not thinke | 
{ himſelfe exempted from this duty , becauſe his gaines are | 
| not ſoeaſily knowne and defcryed; fo often as he viewes | 
his ſhips come ſafe from fea, full richly ſtowed with all 
manner of choice & time-ſerving commodities, filling his 
warchouſe and returning to his coffers an hundred fold for 
his outſent adventures; ſooften as he beholds his ſhop>e 
thronging with chapmen for the venting of thoſe his farre 
| fercht or home made commodities, fo greatly enriching 
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his eltate that he is able yearely to adde houſe unto houſe, 
land unto land , lordſhip unto lordſhip, till he know no 
| end of his wealth; riſing, as ineſtate fo in honour , from | 
'theloweſt to rhe higheſt ranke and degree for the place | 
[wherein he lives : let him ſeriouſly call ro minde trom | 
| whome he receives 3ll theſe bleſſings, and thinke ir a , 
| ſhame, yea a ſinne to receive all this from the hands of 
God dayly, and in the meane time to returne him thankes [ 
with a twopenny dole at Eaſter, or if he ſtretch bimſelfe | 

| 


toa ten {hillings gitt {for due he will acknowledge none ) 
to hold it a worke of ſupererogation, for which God and 7: Sie] 
(his Miniſter are bound unto him all che yeare afcer in all 
things to be athis command, whileſt 1in the meane time | 
{ his pooreſt tenant in the country , who fits upon racke |. — | 
| rents, and hath no more beſides his handy labour bur a | 

| Cowe, Gooſe, and Sowe for the maintenance of-himſelfe } He 
and family, ſhall returne God by way of thankefullnes | 
{ double his proportion, and blefle God that he hath it to | 
| render him by rhe hands of his Miniſters. | 
|| And howſoever we your poore Miniſters are but men | 
| ſubjeQ ro the ſame intirmities with your ſelves ( yea, as ” 
Saint Chryſoſtome afftirmeth, 3a uiye 73 ations, TeaeTw | Chriſut, | 
weiles x; 61 xirF$uver ms TW iegwauylu Wyonrts guanto celfior | Hom: 1, 'n | 
| deg nit as, tanto Sacerdetts majora ſunt pericula ) who in re | © 1, 1's 
| gard of the excellency of our callings, and oppoſition of 
| Satan againſt us inthe ſame, are ſubjeA to more dangers 
then others,and ſoour ſlips and falls more and more noto- 
rious then of thoſe in other callingszyct remember we are 
| Regale Sacerdotium,we are Gods Embaſladours, beſeech- 
ing you in Chriſthis ſtead, repreſenting his perſon; and 5 | 
ſo afford unto us that due honour that our places and cal- FB 
lings require; though not for our owne, yet for his ſake. 
|that ſent us:and in a word to conclude all with that ſaying : | 
of holy Nazianzene; O yee/heepe, takg not upon you to pre- 
' | ſcriberules and lawes of maintenance to your (heaphearaes ; 0 
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neither incroach upon their privileages and poſſeſſions; let ut 
ſuffice you that you are rightly fedde ; take not upon you to 
'udge your 'udges nor give lawes, to your lawgivers;remens - 
bring alvaies that not you nor wneeour ſelves, but God hath 
made 4 the Paſtors of your ſonles: or touſe the Lords owne | 
wordes HAG. IT. 8. Goe #p to the mountaine and bring 
wood, and build the houſe, and 1 will take pleaſure init, and I 
willbeglorifyeds and MALA CH. 3, IO. 11. 12. Bring | 
yee all the tithes into the torehouſe, rhat there may be meate | 
in my houſe, andproove me now berewith, if [will not open you \ 
the windowes of heaven, aud powre you out a bleſſing that there 
[Fan not bereome enoughto receive it; And I will rebuke the 
| devourer for your ſakes and be ſhall not deſtroy the fruite of | 
your gronnd,; neither ſhall your vine caſt her fraite before ber 
erme inthe fields of the Lordof hoſis: And all nations ſpall | 
call you bleſſed: for you ſhall bee a delightſome land, ſauh 
the Lord of boſtes, Of which bleſſings that we may bee 
partakers, he graunt us to doe wiat he commands, even 
the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Tacob,to whome be glo- 
ry and honour from generation to generation, 
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Fter this diſcourſe had lain five yearesty + 

: A and had taken it's laſt farwell of niefor 
the Preſſe, and was at thernflant of print- 
ing, there came to my hands 4 manuſcript of an un- 
knowne Author , written by way of anſwer to DoF, 
CarLron , S". Henay Spiiuas , M. Roztrts, 
and others; the which when I had read over, I frund 
zt to be 4 meer inveitive, written with the pen of 
ſome maliciow Martin Mar-prelate, containing 45 
| many ſcurrilous raylings as pages , more lies then/ 
leates; and ſo unworthy of anſwer. Yet being certi- 
| fied by the friend that brought it, that it paſſed from 
hand to hand among ft many of our Gentrie intheſe 
Northern parts, and that with ſo great approbation, 
that ſome of them were reſolved to have it printed 
| ar amſterdam, the moſt proper place to bring forth 
'ſach a lirth; I thought it would not be altogether 
; wnnece(/arie , to adde this briefe anſwer by way of 
il Appendix tomy former diſcourſe, that ſorf it came 

E to any of theſe Gentlemens hands ( ſeeing bith the 
| | weakeneſſe and the wickedneſſe of thetr ſo much ad- 
mired and advred Idol) they night reforme their 
b | err'ur, andembrace the truth. The ſummeof which 
diſcourſe, I have drawne into theſe five following 
| heads, the reſidue beins not worth tle anſwering , or 
| | already anſwered in the former part of thes Book, | 
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| Evangelifts, arid Paſtors now under the Goſpel. i 


| but onely ſo much as may ſhew the continued ſucceſle of | 


| tatedor ayoyded in all ſucceeding ages:ſothat if there had 
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Oſes in the book of Geneſis ſets downe no | 
M-: of Prielthood, or tithing of force with 
Gods people in thoſe dayes; therefore the in- 
ſtances of Melchifedeck and Iacob, brought to | 
proove the divine rightof tithes, proove nothing in this | 
queſtion, that they were of generall and neceflary ule in 
thoſe times. 
Firſt, we fay that the Church of God was then contains | 
ed inone, or a very few tamilies;ſo that there was none- 
ceſſitie of a generall Law, either of Prieſthood or tithes: 
the eldeſt inthe familic being as a Prieſt to the reſt. 
| Secondly, God taught not his Patriarchs /ege ſcr;pta, as 
he did his Church afrerward ; bur ſpecials inſtintts, by ſpe- 
ciall reyelation and inſtint, which to them was infer {tn 
gss ſupra legem, as {ure and ſtrongly binding as any written 
law: God himſelfe being their Prieſt, reyealing himſelfe & 
his will by dreams and viſions; and immediately bleſſing 
his Church, as after he did by his Prieſts and Prophets, 
Prim and Thummim under the Law and by his Apoſtles, 


| 


Thirdly, hee that hath but halfe aneye may perceive | 
chat Moſes in his book of Genefis doth not write an exaQ 
continued Rory of all things,as he doth in his other books, 


Gods Church from family to family, untill ſuch time as ! 
| God cſtabliſhed a Nationall church viſible to the eye of 
the world,together with ſome other occurrences, as were | | 
| worthy the knowledge of Gods Saints, either to be imi-| | 


been mention made of tithes payd but once in thar ſtory, 
it had been ſufficient premiſes to have drawne a neceſſary | | 
concluſion for the generall praRiſe of thoſe times, But to | 

have two ſuch remarkable examples; the one of Abraham | | 
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the father of the faithfull ( the Tewes not onely after the 
| fleſh, but after the ſpirit, the Church peelicall) pays i 
ing tithes not to a Legall Prieſt, but to Melchiſedeck, the| | 
Typicall Prieſt of the New Teſtament; the other of lacob hk 
( the head of Iſraels family, and the Tewiſh Church after | 2 
che flzſh, in whoſe family the viſible Nationall church of 4 
{the Iewes was firſt founded and eſtabliſhed) vowing the | 
tenth of his eſtate to God, the then immediate Pricſt of 
{his Church. Theſe two inſtances, I ſay, of Abraham and | Fd 
Lacob rendring to God by way of thankfulneſſe for his | | 
bleſſings, not an eighth, ninth, eleventh, or twelfth, bur in wn 
|2 quota of tenth ( the ſame gwora becing eſtabliſhed after- | 
| 


ward by God fo ſoon as ever he ſ{etled a Church and Prieſt- 
hood ) are ſufficient to enforce the generall praQiſe, nor 
onely for thoſe times, but for all ſucceeding times,ſo long 
as God ſhould continue a Church or Prieſthood,or at leaft] {| 
till he ſhould preſcribe ſomenew law tothe contrary, {| 
 Butagainſt theſe inſtances he makes many exceptions. Toe 
Firſt, againſt the practiſe of Melchiſedeck he alleadgeth, Obief. 
that this Melchiſedeck was Chriſt himſelfe, appearing in |  * © 
che forme and ſhape of a man, andibleſſing Abraham, | 
Firſt, doth David and Paul crofle this aſſertion, who | 5,1, ,. | 
| make Melchiſedeck atypeof Chriſt, Ps Ar. 110. and { 
HE 3.7. unleſle we will make Chriſt a type of himſelfe. > 
{ Secondly, ſay we ſhould graunt this; what would then | Solu#. 2. | 
follow, bur that Chriſt ( beeing the ever/aſimg Biſhop of 
ur fonles, the ſame yeſterday , to day, and for ever ; upon | 


| whoſe Prieſthood all other Prieſthoods have ſole depen- 
| 
| 


—_— 


dance; of whom all other Prieſts are cither types , or to 
whom they are ſubſtitutes) bleſſing Abraham, & receiye- | 
ing tithes in lieu thereof, in the perſon, office, and order 
of Prieſthood, and that before the Law eſtabliſhed, mul? | 
needs inferre the payment of tithes in their q#0:4 to 
| Chriſt and his Prieſts throughout all generations? Yea, to| 
| haye a Prieſt no ſooner named in the book of God , but _ 
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| tithes to hims paid , doth ſo neceſſarily conjoyne then, that 


\ non? bur he that will make himſelfe a profeiſed enemie to | 


| Chriſt and his Prieſts can disjoyne them. 
| Burwereade that the Egyptians had Priefts who re- 
ceived no tithes; therefore Prieſts and tithes are not re/ata 
| i6neceflarily conjoyned. | 

How prooves he this aJertion? Wee inde mention 
onely of their lan1s, & allowance made by the King in the 


| have been Apes to Gods people , for the manner of divine 
| worſhip, but never that the Saints were to be regulated by 
the heathen. But to ſhape an anſwer toriie odjection , why 
may not I ſay that the King of Egypt receiving a fitth part 
of all increaſ? of his land, included in that fifth the Priefts 
tenth; maintaining them in the time of dearth out of his 
owne {tore ? By which meanes hee did not onely take from 
| the Prieſts the envy of the people,but maintained them & 
theirs better then otherwayes their lands & tithes would 
have done. Sure I am that many a Miniſter in theſe dayes 
who hath a competent living in time of plenty , would be 
glad the King would take the like care for him in time of 
(carcity : all chat he can ſay againtt me is but a on eff /crip- 
| ra, Moſes writes not {o much: howloever ſure I am there 
| is2 ſcreptum eſt, felt again!t his ſacriledge; for when the 
{ King bought all the land of his people, hee bought nor che 
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time of famine; therefore they had no tirtes, Martin 
{| Mar-prelate toa haire. 7 OR | 

{ Why ſhould not Moſes his mentioning tithes payd by 
Abraham and vowed by Iacob,as well proove the afirma- 
tive for tne pratiſe of Gods Church and people for the | 
payment of Tithes? or what hath Baal and his ſervice to 
doe with God and his ſervice? I have read that the heathen 
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Prieſts land : ſecondly againſt his contributary compes! 
tency; for the Egyotian Prietits lived not of the contribu- 


| 


| tion of the people , bur had lands of their own?, and when 
| Irhoſe lands were not able to releive them, the King [ft 
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{rhar the Lord ſhould be his God i And whereas yowes are | 


197/V& 
a” 7 


Þ 


| : py Appendix. y, | 5 


| 
| "y | 
| 


them not to the mercy of the people, but maintained them | 
out of his owne ſtore. | 
| Agpainſtthe praciſe of Iacob hee thus reaſons; Vowes 

[ 2re to bee made onely of things indifferent, ſuch things as 

are in our power todce, or not todoe; bur Iacob yowed 
tithes; therefore the payment of tithes is not neceflary | 
bur a thing indifferent, 


— 


| Firſt, I anfwer that the law of vowing or vowes, was | 5o/gr, 


| made after Iacob, and therefore if there were any ſuch | 
| clauſe inic,yct it bound not lacob:if hee ſay the law made 
| by Moſes ſerves 2s a rule for all ages, why then not the 
law of tithing, which he cannot deny, but under the Law 
was a duty neceſſary ? But to draw neer to an anſwer , 
 Vowes,faich the Author,were to be made of things onely 
 inaifferent, not neceſ{ary. I aske then whether wee may 
ſweareto the performance of things neceſſary; if we may, | 
| then wee may vowe to performe whatſoever wee may 


p 


| {weare to pertorme: but wee may ſwearethe performance | 
of things neceſlary: ergo, j 
Obedience to Kings is a thing neceſſary, Row.rz.r;! 
{but we may ſweare obedience to Kings. To forſake the 
Devil! and all his workes is a duty neceſlary; but wee may 
not onely vowe this in baptiſme, bur rake the Sacrament 
after to binde us to the performance of that vowe: nay if | 
wee may not vowe things receſlary, why did Tacob vowe | 


defined to bee promiſſiones ſpontanee voluntary promiſes | 
and actions, they are not ſo tearmed in relation tothe ſub- } 
{tance and matter of the things vowed, bur to the perſons 
vowing , and the law whereby no man is bound ne- | 
{ ceſſarily to make a voweof any thirg. But for the thing ' 
vowed, if it be athing init's owne nature lawfull to be |. 
done, be it of thingsneceſiary or indiffcrenr, it muſt bs. 
| performed; As for the inſtance of Tephra's, Saul's , and | 


| the Iſraelites vowes, tie things vowed were unlawfull ard | 


| | M3 therefore | 
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therefore proove nothing to this queſtion, | 
| Objeft. But tithes were Gods owne before,as is alleadged;then 
| was it idleneſſe in Iacob to vow them. And hee confirmes 
his aſſertion thus : God forbad the children of Iſrael to | 
| vow their firſt borne, becauſe they were his owne before. 
| Solat- Firſt, I ſay as before, that a law made many yeares af- 
| ter, bindes not fog the time paſt. S—— obſerve the | 

2: 8 wickednefſe of this man, who rather then Iacobs praciſe 
| ſhall be of force to proove the divine right of tithes, will 
make Iacob to be both an idle and wicked companion, þ 
doing things not onely unneceſſary, but unlawfull. Third- 
ly, ſuppoſe God had made ſuch a law concerning the firſt 
borne; what is that to tithes , unleſle God had made the | 
3 like law for them? Fourthly, where doth he finde ſuch a 
| ' | law, wherein God forbad the Iſraclites ro vowe their farft | 
= | borne, becauſe they were his? I readin the laſt of Leyie 
: | ticus of ſuch a lawe made concerning the firftlings of 
beaſts, as of oxen and ſheep , but not of man or ought els; 
nay,in che ſame Chapter andelſwhere, God gives expreſſe 
command for the ſanification of the firſt borne of man, 
: though not for the office of Prieſthood, as before: becauſe 
| Levi was now choſen to that office; yer to be ar Gods dife 
9 | poſall and command. And for the lawfulnefle of rowing 
= the firſt borne, it is evident in Annas yowing Samuel. | 
| Laſtly, in the ſaid Chapter there is a law of tithing ex< 

| 


ER 
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| preſſed both for matter and manner, what and how they 
| ought to be paid, and how to be redeemed. Bur nothing | 
| either in that place, or any els impugnes the lawful- 
|neſſe of vowing them to the Lord, And thus much for 
| the firſt argument. 1 
yE 
| eARGUMENTUM 1T. 
THe diſtinRion of Pariſhes was and is humane, and of | 
humane conſtitution, not divine; therefore tithes are | 
onely humane, and of humane conſtitution, | 
= R -- 2A.MR If 
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| becauſe Pari 


robbing of himſelfe; ſo hath he promiſed that he in a ſpe- 
ciall manner will be their reyenger: And it & @ fearefull 
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| ' If Tſhould deny his propoſition ,& ſay that all diſtinis 
| of Pariſhes was not, is not humane, and of humane conſti-. 
tution, I could moreeaſily proove my negativethen he hig 
affirmative : but the conſequence is ſo infirme, I may ſpare 
that —_—_ tithes were not therefore given and paid, 
es were divided;but Pariſhes were divided 
that tithes might ina convenient and competent manner 
be conferred upon Gods Minitters according to their me- 
rits, and the quantitie, quality , and eſtate of the perſons 
and places committed to their charge. Ard for the truth 
of his concluſion, I may as well reaſon thus; Set times of 
prayer, of preaching, and adminiſtrcing the Sacraments are 
of humane conſtitution; therefore prayers, preaching, and 
the Sacraments are humane. Bur I ſee the drift of this 
Gentlemanz he would have both humane and divine Law 
to binde all Gods Miniſters trictly to their task of preach- | 
ing, &c, but the people at libertic what to givethem for 
their paines, or at moſt, bound onely by mans law , which 
this Gentleman and thoſe of his opinion hold themſelyes 
bound to obſerve no longer then they ſhall like and ap- 
proove of their Miniſters. And indeed this is one argu- 
ment whereby hee labours to infringe the divine right of 
tithes. | 
God eſtabliſhed no ſpeciall law for the puniſhment of 
ſuch as ſhould deraine tithes; therefore they were not mo» 
rall, But hee forgeteth, that as God choſe Levi: 
under the Law, and chooſeth all lawfully called Miniſters 
under the Goſpel, to and for his ſpeciall ſervice, to teach, 
blefle, and pray for his people, giving them his owne por- 
tion of tithes for their inheritance, accounting the honour 
done to them as done to himſelfe, the robbing them the | 


thing to fall inta the hands of the lrving God; as the lewes 


did often by experience too well know even for this verie | 
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bY. : Gnne in ſpeciall. Or if this anſwer will not ſatisfy, I adde 
__-- | further, that as Solon ordaining lawes, made none againſt 
the finne of Paricide , becauſe he thought no man could be | 
| ſoinhumanely cruell, as rocommir it: ſo God (I ſpeake 
ff with reverence to his preſcience and omniſcience}rhoughr 
|  -- = no man to*bee fo graceleſly unthankfull , as to deny a 
11 j-  \} centhtohim from whome he received the whole; and 
| therefore made no law for the puniſhment of ſuch oftea- 
| | dCrSs | 


= 4...  eſRGUMENT, 1[(I], q- 1 
| wo third argument may thus be framed; Where there 
is an end of the worke, there the wages ceaſe: bur 
the worke, in recompence whereof tithes were by God | 
given,is at anend: thereforetithes. | | 
The mor they thus proove; Tithe were given for the 
ſervice of the Tabernacle; but the Tabernacle and ſervice | 
thereof arc at an end; ergo. The ſervice of the Tabere 
| nacle for which God gave tithes, confiſted in carrying the | 
Tabernacle, offering Sacrifices, with the performance of | 
other cereimoniall rites and ſeryices ; but all theſe are | 
ceaſed; ergo. 
For anſwer, though I might juſtly deny the firſt propo-. 
| fition, that where the worre is changed there muſt nzedg_| 
| be a change of the wages (one and the ſame wages being, | 
given for workes of diverſe kindes ) yer I will nor infiſt | } | 
thereupon, but will examine the Levites worke with their | 

| wages , ſetting downe certaine Theſes as neceſſary cone 
clutions, by way of anſwer to the former objections. 


{ Firſt for wap?s; And here not to ſpeake of the, FF 
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, | ficſt fruits, freewilt offerings, and oblations &c. bur one... A : 
ot [ly co infilt upon the wages of tithes, wee reade in the ' '\ 
| | Scripture of a fourefold tithe in uſe amongſt che lIewes, | 
-| and chat by God his ſpeciall appointment. N: 

| The firſt was called the tithe of inhericance, or the in 


tithe 
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tithe of all the increaſe of the ſeed that the field bronght 
| forth every yeare, DEVT.14 22. together with a tenth 
_ whatſoever paſſed under the rod, or what els the 
| poſſeſſed - This was ſeparated in the ficld before they | 
| might bring ought into the barne, or might intermedle | 
| with any thing for their owne uſe, | | 
| 
| 
| 
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{ Thefecond is mentioned DE vT.r4. 22. and was called : 

the ſecond tithe, which was a fulltenth of the nine; parts, | 
remaining after the deduRion of the firſt renth , and 
which. was to be eaten before the Lord, in the place ; 


-— 


wherein he ſhould put his name, by the Owners, Prieſts 
and Levites, at the time of their publick Feaſts and fo- j 
 lemne aſſemblies: And beth theſe were to be payd year- ' 
ly; neither might the peopl> uſe any of the reſt till ſuch 
time as theſe two tithes were ſeparated from it; the Jac- 
ter whereof might be changed into money, ver{.5, but 
the former not. | 4:08 
The third was a third tenth payable onely every third 
yeare,and ſo was called the z#he of the chird yeare,which 
was a tenth part, for q#ota, outof the eight parts remain- 
| ing, therwo former tithes firſt dedudied - which was | 


J 


| layd up within the gates of rheir ſeverall Cities for the ' 
; releife of the Levite, the firavger, fatherleſe, and wie 
| dowes within their gates; DB v Te 14. 28, 29, | 


| The fourth was decima decimee, rhe tenth of a tenth, the 
| 
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; tenth part of the tithe of inheritance , offered by the Le- | 
'viItes as an heave-offering to the Lord for the uſe of Aaron 
tne Prieſt, and accounted to the Levites as the increaſe cf 
| the threſhing-floor,and the increaſe of the wineprefſe: af- 
ter which,and not before, they might account the tithes | 
their owne, which they might lawtully eat in eyery place ' 
with their houſhoulds, Ei: 
In which particular donation and conflitution three | 
things are remarkable; Firſt, that this heave-offers 
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| though it were the corne of the threſhing-floore, and the 
' fulneile of the winepreſſe, Secondly , they might not | 


themſelves ceaſe from the ſervice of the Tabernacle, en- 
| joying inheritance of lands, and dreſſing and till:ng them 


— 


| 
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without ſine rate any of their tithes before they had 
| Paid out this cit/:e;intimating mn my poor judgement thus 
much unto the Levites, that when the time ſhould come 


-thar the Prietthood ſhould ceaſe troin their Tribe, and 


45 the reſt of their brethren; yer then ſhould not all 
Prieſthood ceaſe, nor tithes to that Prieſthood , nor yet 


' 
| 


' mighr they exempt themſelves from paying tithes, be» | 


| cauſe they were deſcended from Levi's loynes; but they | 
| ſhould pay a full tenth of their corne and wine, and other 


| ſubſtance, as they formerly had done out of their inheri- 
| tance of tithes, unto whomſoever it ſhould pleaſe the 
Lord to conferre the office of Prieſthsod; neither ſhould 
they account ought their owne, untill they had fo paid 
their tithes. Thirdly, this tenth being paid, it was lawfu'l 
for them to eate the reſt, not onely at Ieruſalem, bur in any 
other place where their houſhola remained, So much for 
| the Wages. 

The Seryicc of the Tabernacle was ſuch as the Prieſts 
and Levites were to performe, either about, within, or 


þ 
| 
| 
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i By their ſervice about the Tabernacle, I underſtand the 
; Preparing of it for carriage, and the bearing thereof. 
' NvMB. 4. | | 


 moniall and Typica!], and parily Moral, 
; Thne Ceremeniall was either of the Sarftrm Sauftorum, 


Their lervice within the Tabernacle, was partly Cere- | 


| the Tabernacleof Witnefle, Ex 0D. 25. or Sarum, the 


Tabernacle of the Congregation, Exov, 26. Now the 
ſervice hereof was about the Cand!eſticks, Sherw-bread, 
'Levir. 24. the golden Altar of<incenſe, Exo ». 30. 


| the braſeq Altar, Ex0D, 27. appointed for burnt-of-r- | 


| OS 
— | ing 
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| without the Tabernacle, | 
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lings, LEvIT.1, 2. 3. peace-offerings, LEv1T.3.1.6. 
ſinne-offerings, Levi Te. 2. 4.5. &co , 
| The Morall ſervice within the Tabernacle,] call reading 
and expounding the Law,the celebration of publick pray- 
ers, bleſſing the people at the end of ſolemne afſemblies, 
&c. unto which I may add the power of the execution 
of Eccleliaſticall cenſures. @ 
Their {eryice without the Tabernacle was either Civill 
{and Iudiciall, conſiſting inthe hearing & determining mat- [FE 
ters of controverlic inall the quarters of Iſraell, for the #.-N0 
better maintenance of piety and religion; or els Morall, 
jas th2 teaching & inſtruRing their children in their ſeyer- | 
all Cities inthe knowledge of the ſeverall lawes, the bet- | 
ter to fit them for the ſervice of the Tabernacle, being 
Maſters of the Schools; or els in reading and expounding 
the Law, and celebrating of publick prayers out of Teru- 
falem, remote from the Tabernacle, either within their} 
owne Cities, whereunto the Iewes generally reſorted on 
Sabbath daies and at other times appointed (as ſome are | 
of opinion ) or els within the ſeyerall Citics of Iudah and 
Iſraell, as may be gathered by that charge ſo often re- 
peared by the Lord, to have ſpecial reſpe## to the Levwite: 
within their gates. = 
, And of theſe ſeryices,ſome were proper tothe Prieſts, 
ſome tothe Levites, ſome common to both, The which 
| who ſo deſires to know,ſhall finde them in the books of 
Moſes, and I. CHRON, 9, 23. 
| Fromtheſe' premiſes theſe Concluſions will follow, 
| T1. Tithes were not given tothe Levites, as the ſonnes | 
of Levi, but becauſe God had ſeleRed that Tribe for the ; Numb, 18 
office of the Prieſthood, and ſervice of the Tabernacle, | + 7+ 3» © 
{2nd as aſſiſtants to the Prieits-in the celebration of Divine | 
worſhip: So it I graunt ( which you cannot deny ) that | 
Prieſts & Divine worſhip and in force; then tiches muſt 
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| chiefe reaſon, why the name of Prie/? is ſo odious tothe 


_— 


—_—— 


| wvith them in their tithes, but all the places of Scripture ' 


——— —_— 
\ 


Laicy,becaiſe it infers aneceiſity of payment of r#hes, 

2. In the donation of tithes of inheritance, under the 
name of the Levites family is included Aaron & his fami- 
1y, as may appeare,not onely becauſe they communicated 


wherinthe graunt is made,enforce no leffe,as will appeare 


. 
@& a _ 


' { todoe with things Typicall,So it is ceaſed, but not other- | 
| Wile, | | 

| 4+ Thetithesof inheritance werenot given imply for 
* | the ſerviceof the Alrargnor yet tor carrying of the Taber- | 


 tonely, Nv 1B. 12. Secondly, inlicu of the ſervice of the 
| Altar the Prieſts had an other allowance,and that by Gods 


| * 2, So farre forth as the Prieſthood and ſervice thereof 


by comparing of places, DEvT#10.Nv 118.18. 20. 


1] 


CL EST 


habit, forme, and externall order of Legall ſervice, yea 
in all reſpeRts wherin it was a Type of Chrift,or had ought 


| 


nacle, by which ſervice this Author and all men genc- 
rally underſtand the ſervice of the Tabernacle. For 
firſt, the ſervice of the Altar was proper to the Prieſts 


—ſ— 


ſpeciall appointment, Nv'»1B. 18, DE v Te 18, which 
allowance, for the 9xota, is ceaſed together with that ſer. 
vice, Thirdly, it tithes had been the wages of the ſeryice 
of the Altar, then thoſe onely who had been imployed in 
{ this ſervice had been partakers thereaf; but not one- 
ly thoſe imploye1 abour and within the Tabernacle and 


| was Leviticall, & tyed to a certain Tribe, family,number, 


_— 


Temple, but thote without might partake of tithes, ergo 


——— 


 {ervice; ferthe Levires ceaſed from that ſervice after fifty . 
yeares of age, during the continuance of the Tabernacle; 
and atter the eltabliſhment of the Temple, this ſervice cea- ! 
ſed, I.CH R ON. 23. and yet they partaked of tithes, | 
v8. It remaineth that the ſervice, for which tithes | 
| were properly given, wasreading the Law, expounding | 
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&c, Neither could the carrying of the Tabernacle be the | 
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{ the Law, performing of publick prayers, with the reft 
\ of the Morall and Iudiciall feryice both within and with FN 
{out the Tabernacle, 
| Lafily, Theſe ſervices are the ſame for ſubſtance under 
! the Goſpel, as they were under the Law, and as neceſſarily 
| required of the Prieſts and Minifters now under the Gol- 
{ pel,as they were under the Lay of the Priefts & Levites; | bY 
| therefore, the ſervice being the fame by this Adverſaries | * | 
{ owne confefſion, the wages mult needs be the ſame. FF .* 
{ Butagainſt this he objeRs, and that with many bitter | Ob-c(?, 
inyeQives againſt Doctor Cariton & the reſt, That wene- | 
ver reade that the Levites rcad or expounded the Lay: & Bod 
he forceth this exception by that of our Sayiour, who | 
; {| toldthe Iewes, that the Scribes and Phariſes fat in Moſes 
| {| his Chairezbur the Scribes and Phariſes were not Levites, | . 
| Riſum teneats amici? is it poſſible that a man ſhould | Selwt, | 
{ {o peremptorily accuſe ſo reyercnd a Biſhop, ſo grave a 
and judicious a Knight, and divers other learned Di- | 
vines, of ignorance in the Scripture, and yct he him- 
felfe never have read NEKE me 8. 7. 1. CHRON, | YE i 
| 23-30, EZRA 7.11. 1,CuRoN. 24.6? Or that | 
| ſo great a Rabby , ſo univerſally sKilfull in all learning 
and ftory, as this Author would have the World eſteem bY 
him to be, ſhould be ignorant that the name of Scribe = 
was the name of a Function and not of a Se& z amongſt 
whom there were as well ypauuari; 73 vaZ aS yeaunarE's | 
| 78 A&F, youodiSegxahcts AS yourred, Temple-Scribes as. 2Y 
| Towne-Scribes; Scribes, to whom the cuſtody, writing | 
| reading,and expounding the Law of God was committed, I 
' as Scribes unto whom the cuſtody, writing, and expound- | 
| 
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| ing the Records and Lawes of the Kirg and Kingdome 
| were entruſted { the which office of Temple-Scribes was 
' proper onely to the ſonres of Levi ) and that the name of | 
| Phariſee was the name of a Se& and not of a Function; a- I 
' mongſt whome there were Priefis and Levites and men |, — {| 
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_ | An Appendix. 


| of thoſe under the Law: the Prieſts and Levites being a 


_ is I 


—_ 


of all vrofcſhons,as at this day there are amongſt Brown- 
its, Familiſts, Anabaptiſts, and other Setaries? 
| 


ARGUMENT, 1111, 
He fourth maine objeRion is drawne from the ſmall 
number of Miniſters-now under the Goſpel,in reſpe& 


—_—C____ 


ewelfth part of the Iſraelites, whereas now they are hardly 
the hundreth part of the people; and it is not like that 
God would allow ſo great a portionof maintenance to ſo 
{mall anumber, This is an uſuall Argument both 
with this Author, and frequent in the mouthes of all 
Decato- malticks. | 

| Towhich I firſt anſwer, that howſoever the number of 
| Miniſters be not the ſame, yet God is the ſame, 8 his right 
| 1n tithes is the ſame;and may not God do what he lift with 
his owne?Gods waics are not as mans, neither-is he bound 
{ tO means, or alligated to numberzburt he can worke as well 
| by few,as by many;much leſſe is he bound to beſtow thoſe 
things which are his, according to mans: judgement, or at | 


| 


| 


mans appointment. Suppoſe God had choſen onely Aaron 
and his family to receive his part of tithes,as he did tothe 
office of Prieſthood; had irnot been as great a finne for | 
the Iſraelites to have denyed them tithes, becauſe their 


 biram to conteſt with them abour their office of Prieſt- | 
| hood? And no leſſe a finne doe they commir, who make! 
this an argument to infringe Gods right of tithes to his 
| Miniſters, becauſe they are, fewer then were the Prieſts 
| and Levites. 1% | 
| _ 2. Icannot chooſe but wonder that this Author, or any | 
of his ſtrain, ſhould make this anargument to oppoſe che 
| right of tithes , when as in their right underitandings, 


| 
number-was fo ſmall, as it was for Korah, Dathan, and As« | 


| 


and when they ſpeake the truth from their hearts, they | 


| think the number of Prieſts that receive tithes in 


i | -——— a ; 
An Append X. | 15 \. | 
theſe daies to betoo great; yea, conditicrally they night | | 
ſaye their tithes, could be content there were no \ 
Pricfts, but that every man might b-e a Prieſt to his cwne {74 
family ; preferring private conyenticles before publick | 
Aſlemblics, ; 
Thirdly,were the maintenance for Miniſters more, their 
number would ſoon increaſe ; Ler the times of Popery | Wo 
ſpeake tor England, when as the Church had gotten a 
third of tne land into their poſſeſſions ( and the like we | 
may ſee in other Countries) and I doubt not, bur if there | | 
werenow the like maintenance, the name of Prie/? now | 
{o odious, would be held a name honourable. | 
| Laltly, If wee thall examine the number of the Prieſts 
| and Levites with their maintenance, as their firſt fruites, | 
their Thergrah, their two tenths, and portion inthetithe 1 
of rh« third ycare, their parts and portion of ſacrifices, | * 
with their devoted oblations and freewill-offterings, and on 
all theſe brought home ar the coſt & charges of the own» | i 
ers, and co theſe add their 48 Cities with their ſuburbs, 
and compare them with our number and maintenance ; ak 
[| it will appeare thar, for their number, their maintenance | 
 [exceededours intheſe times, though we ſhould pay the 
; full tenth withour fraud, coven, or deceit. TL, 
Had God now under the Goſpel made us partakers of | 
| worſe things, & a meaner Miniſtry then he did the Tewes 
under the Law,& with «ll had bound us tothe like maintes» | 
nance for his Miniflers, we might have had cauſe to come. 


— 


ht. of ——_ OF 


—_ 


plaine; bur for God ro exceed in his bleſſings, to make us j 


| 

| 

| 
partakers of better things , and giye us a more glorious | | 
Miniſtry, and yer not to require atithe of that herequired | | 
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of the lewes; to grudge and repine to render to God ſo | 
| ſmall a pittance by way of thankfulneſle for ſo extraordi- 
| nary bleſſings, ſavours more then Iewiſh coyctouſncs, | 
| heatneniſh impietie and facriledge, 
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Ts RAUMENT. Þ. | |. | 
He fift and laſt argument is layd downe by way of re- | 


_———l_ _ —— 
— —Q — - _— E 


plication to an allegation made for to proove che di= | 


| inflicted in all ages upon Impropriators and facrilegtous | 


| 


| drenwholive upon tithes were examined, they would be 


vine right of tithes, taken from the Iudgements of God | 
perſons; to which h2 thus replyeth,That if Miniſters chil- 


found as very unthrifts,as the children of Impropriators, 

By which, as he ſhews his true love to the poore Cler- 
gie, to his great weakneſle , greater wickednes: for we 
alcribe neither the Childrens wickednes, nor unthrifcines, 


—_— — Aras Pro Oo - 


þ 
| 
| 
| 
SE 


| 


| verfally faylel in all places and ages. 


] 


| 


to their Fathers ſacriledge; nor the conſumption of their | 
eſtates, tortheir owne unthriftines : we acknowledge that. 
grace and godlines is the gift of God in Regeneration,nor 
| of their fathers in Generation; ſo that oftentimes the beſt | 
of men,not onely Miniſters,but others,naye mcft graceles | 
ciildren, C7 £ contra, 
2. Tho:gh true it be,that oftentimes this is the unhap= 
| py caſe of Gods Miniſters, ani the oftner by reaſon of the 
[mpropriators detainingthe means, whereby rhey ſhould | 
both maintaine themſelves and educate their cnitdreng or | 
otherwiſe by other wicked practiſes, ſuits, and contenti- | 
ons of malicious and faRious ſpirits, wiereby they are not | 
only diverted from the duties of their callings,but from 
the care of their private families; yet it is not the univer- 
fall caſz of ail Miniſters children, but God be bleſſed there 
are and have been in all ages happy ſucceſſons of their | 
children for divers generations, But he cannot inſtance the | 
like inthe children of Impropriators, for they have uni- 


| 


' 


| 


: 


yer theireltares dy a third generation are utterly wafted 


Lattly the wonderment inthis particular is not becauſe 
eacir ciuldren are unthrifts, bur this,that their children be- 


ing in ſhew a3 great good husbands as their Forefathers, 


21d coxMum?d, or their names wholly extinR; ſo that they 
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are forced to confeſle for the juſtification of themſcives 
the truth of that of Solomon, The holy thing left by their 
fathers, or gotten by therpic'ves, hath F rivily caten up} 


with the words of holy Hierome,ſpoken in the perſon of 
tte Lord . Ona miht 7093 yeadardilt is Aecimas & primitias, 
|#ACTCO en fame & peruria maleditt eſtts —= F pro decir & 


 Iprobate me {+ non tantas pluvias effudero , ut cataralle ce- 
W |: aperte eſſe credautur, Et effundam vobru beneaittionem ug, 


11h abundance, that there ſhall uot be raom enough to re- 
| CeiVe ks | 


primitth » 7#4 para erant /t a vobus darentur, vbertatem poſ- 
| [eſſiraum veſtrarum, & omnem frugum abundantiam per at- 
| diſFrs,” Ve autem ſciatts me hoc raſcente perfefium , quia 
| frandaſtis me parte mea, hortor vos atq, commoneo, ut inſcra- 
1:5 decrmas ia horrea, hoc eſt, mn Theſauros Templi, & habe- 
ant © acerdotes, atg, Levite qui mihi miniſtrant , cibos ; & 


al abundantiam, 


therefore are ye curſed with want 41d hunger, and by Teas 
{on of the defalcation of thoſe ducs { which had been 
but licclde , though truly paid ) therefore your 
Harvelt and Subſtance is blowne -upon. And that 
you may know, that Itake ſpeciall notice of ſuch often. 
ces, I adviſe and warne you to bring 8ll the tithes into 
rhe ftore-houſes, that there may be meate in my houſe 
tor the Prieſts ani Levites, and then proove me rf / will nor 
pen the windowes of heaven, and pure you out a bleſſing mm 


{ 
- 
i 


Ld 


both ic ſelfz and all their other ſubRance, I will conclude] 


Becavſeye have not given me tithes and firlt fruits, 


FINIS. L] 


"IR LOMYIERT. 
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Pan, In, | 1 
29 > pro hciquotz Jege firrelt guita, ! 
43Þ.| 3) denied urhes denicd thoſe tithes, 
+ BS + fleecethe Clerey + flea the Cltrgice 
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